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YDean Pall A 1, 
LV I find then, 8 nor 
0 bjeftion. the nature. of the 
incapacity could ſugge 72 ever 
1 have prevailed againſt thy deſire of ſee- 
ing n Engliſh Fern of TER- 
TULLIAN's APOLOGET IC, and 
the OCTAVIUS « MNu Ts 
FEELIX: The latter being the greateſt 
Maſter-piece of the Eloquence of the 
Fathers ; and both one and the other 
the moſt valuable Monuments of Chri- 

fia. 


To Philander. 
ſtianity, as thou ſaiſt, next to the boly 
Pages. iz SCF 
Could J have preſumed an Attempt 
of this ſort would have met with as 
kind reception from other Hands, as 
from PHILANDER himſelf ; be 
ſhould not have felt the Diſappointment 
ſuch preſſing and repeated Importuni- 
ties, nor 1 the Pain of returning as ma- 
ny unanſmerable, tho in the event in- 
effectual, Excuſes, By priority of time 
TERTULLIAN bas the Right of 
Precedency ; but thy Reaſons muſt pre- 
vail, and the Carthaginian gives place 
to the Roman; of whom St, Jerom 
has left us this Account. MINUTMS, 
fays he, a great Roman Orator, 
wrote a Dialogue, call'd O C- 
TAVIUS, where he brings in 
a Chriſtian and a Heathen diſpu- 
ting about Religion. There is a- 
1 nother 


* 


To Philander. 


nother goes under his Name "Of 
FATE, or AGAINST X- 
STROLOGERS ; bur chis tho' 
written by a Perſon, of Elocution, is 
different. in my Opinion from the 
Style of the fel. Such a Character 


— ſo great 4 Man, not to be ſuſpe- 
| Hed of Flattery, to be praiſed for ſo 


rare 4 quality as that of Eloquence by 
one that was moſt Bloquent ; to be 
treated as 4 great Orator by the grea- 
teſt Orator of his Age, is a Glory few 
Perſons have receiv d, and fewer have 
deſerv d: Tet MINUTIUS FELIX 
had both one and the other. But ſet- 
ting afide theſe glorious Teſtimonies, the 
agreeable Deſcriptions be makes in the 
very Entrance of his Work, to charm 
his Reader, and open his wind for the 
reception of what is to follow, the no 
leſs Vigour and Induſtry with which he 


maine 


— dene * Bb Plotpeent. 
Bat about. "all bis Art of pleaſpig aud 
penſuadig at the Jame time, ranks bim 
with-the moſt Celebrated Orators,' and 
in the Secret of never "tiring bis Nea- 
der be exceeds the moft Tiluſtrious. 

I. Mall not here enter into any Diſ- 
bout about the Subject of ibi Bock, 
St. Jerom has ſaid enough to Tecom- 
mend it to our peruſal, and there's no- 
* thou Vim t, more tedious than 
a long Argument. d 4 long Preface. 
Neither have we any farther account of 
MINIWTIUS: be was an emment 
Lawyer ; as LACTANTIUS tells us 
in that remarkable Encomium he gives 
of OCT li and CECILIMUS we 
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rarieyd, and aſſerteil th Work to its 
genuine Auth; and due acknowledg- 


ments to RIGALTIMS, and the Sieur 
D Ablancourt, I ſhall ſay nothing 
of f. faults that thro the negligence of Co- 
pyiſts have crept into this excellent Piece, 
which. is now of near 4 thouſand five 
hundred Years ſtanding, the number of 
them might fill a Volume; we ma diſ- 
cover the Senſe in moſt if not all the 
Editions, and that's enough for our 
purpoſe ; for to think of rendring 


every word in a work of | Eloquence is 


io 


een Fhflander 


to attempt 4 thing im poſſible, - T have 
been careful to — to * intention at 
far as I could diſcern it, and to make 
him Jay nothing" unworthy of bimſelf ; 
eſpecially in ny place of Importance. 
For tis a Jewiſh Superſtition to ad- 
bere to the. Letter, and loſe the Senſe, 
to purſue the Words, aud forego the i 
Deſign for which they are employed, 
Moreover, we render an Author but 
by N if we retrench his Bloquence. 
As be was agreeable in the Graces of 
his own Language of which we deprive 
him, we ought to give him thoſe of 
| ours. otherwiſe we ſhall draw but 4 
| wretched Copy from an admirable Ori- 
ö ginal; and after we have done all, we is 
| can find nothing in our hands but a ” 
lifeleſs Carcaſs , from whence all the ” 
Colours are flown. Such muſt be the 
** of a literal Verſion, the 
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To Philander, 
Beauties and Graces as well as Pro- 
prieties of all Languages being ſo very 
different. And J am apt to believe 
tro Works are more alike when both 
are Eloquent, than when one is Elo- 
quent and the other not. Hlereby I 
would nat be thought to ſay, this is Elo. 


: quent, but only that I have endeavour- 


ed to keep my Eye upon the ſtrength of 
his Reaſon, and the Beauty of bis Dif- 
courſe, without doing any wilful Vo- 
lence to the Senſe, an unpardonable 
Liberty, and deſtruftive of the very 
end of Tranſlation. 

But ſuch as it is, PHILANDER, 
it was undertaken at thy Requeſt, and 
is wholly at thy diſpoſal ; if thou wilt 
make a Preſent of it to the publick, 
may all the Advantage that redounds 
from thence accrue to thee, But re- 
member, that in rendring thee what is 

thy 
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thy Due; ; T7 charg e thee at the Fiz 
gime with all my Faults. Ibo 1 
committed them, I did not pibbſh em, 
and a hidden Sin, thou knoweſt is half 
pardoned ; But be who gives the Scan- 
dal deſerves the greater blame. . To 
puniſh thee I will not inſert thy Pane- 
gyrick here, as the Cuſtom is. 
Praiſes are in the Mouths of all that 
bave the Honour to be acquainted with 
thee: And to what purpoſe ſhould they 
know the Virtues of 275 LIN DER, 


who know not who PHILANDER 
fs 3H 
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Minutius Felix. 
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HEN I think of my 
Dear Octadius, and 
V \ recollect the agreeable 
Moments we hayepaſs'd 


together; it gives me ſo much Pleaſure, 
I may be ſaid to be ſtill in the Enjoy- 
ment of thoſe happy Times; ſo lively 
an Impreſſion his _— has made on 
my Heart, ſince my Eyes have loſt 
him. And certainly tis not without 
reaſon that this excellent Perſon has 


left us under ſo great a Regret for his 
B Lols, 


2 The Ocravius 
Loſs, ſeeing he ever lovd us with ſuch 
a ſingular Conſtancy and ſincere Affe- 
ction, that on all occaſions, both in our 
Paſtime, and in our more ſerious Affairs, 
my Will waß his; our Deſires and Aver- 
ſions the ſame, as if we had both had 
but one Heart and one Soul. He was 
formerly likewiſe the Confident of my 
Youth, and the Companion of my Er- 
rors, and when thoſe Clouds were dif- 
pers d, and I emerg'd out of the Dark- 
neſs of Ignorance into the Light of 
Truth, he was pleas'd to be my Guide, 
and had the Glory of preyenting me in 
ſo holy an Enterprize. As I lately 
thought then of all theſe things, I was 
moſt affected with that grave and im- 
portant Diſcourſe he had with CE C111- 
us in my preſence, when he reclaim'd 
him from his vain Superſtitions to the 
knowledge of JESUS CHRIST. 
'OCTAvmws was come to Rome, rather 
to ſee me, than on any Aflair of his own, 
and did not fear for my ſake to leave his 
Family, and his Children as yet in their 
tender years, in which they are moſt 
amiabie, when they begin to pro- 
94 I nounce 
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nounce their Words by halves, and the 
defect of their Tongue gives ſo much 
* to all that they ſay. I leave it to 
imagin d what a ſurprizing Joy I was 
under, on the arrival of a Happineſs ſo 
little expected. But after our firſt Tran- 
ſports, and ſome Days were expir d, 
when we had given each other a Recital 
of the ſeveral Adventures that had be- 
fallen us in our Abſence: We conſented 
to go to Oftia, knowing the Sea-Baths 
would be ſerviceable to my Health, and 
I was at leiſure during the Vacation: 
For it was after the great Heats of Sum- 
mer were paſt, when the Fruits grew 
ripe, and preparations. were making 
for the Vintage. 
Being come to this agrecable City, 
we went early in the Morning to take a 
turn on the Sea-Beach, where we have 
not only the adyantage of the freſh Air 
to enliven our Spirits, and invigorate 
our Bodies, but of the Sand likewiſe, 
which by a gentle yielding to the im- 
preſſion of our Feet gives all the Plea- 
{ure of walking without che Fatigue. 


B 2 | At 


4 De Oorivius 
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At this time CEGILIus who was 
of our Company, ſeeing an Idol of 
SER A P I S made an obeyſance, and 
ſaluted it in paſſing, as the Superſtitious 


are accuſtomed to do. Then Oc A- 


Vius addreſſing himſelf to me, Bro- 
ther, ſaid he, thou art te blame to 
ſuffer a Man who is never out of thy 
Company, to continue under fo great 
a blindneſs, as to run his Head againſt 
theſe Stones at noon-day, which have 
indeed ſame Figure, and are perfumed 
and crown'd ; but are Stones notwith- 
ſtanding : "Tis as much to thy diſho- 


nour as to his, to let him remain in 


this Error. 

We had in the mean time meaſured 
more than halfthe Town, and were en- 
tring upon the open Strand. The Waters 
by gently beating on the Shore, had very 
commodiouſly rais d and extendeq; the 
Sand, as if they had conſulted and de- 
ſign d the convenience of the Walk: 
And altho' the Winds were appeaſed, 
and the great Billows did not ſwell and 
foam, the Sea, as never being in a ſet- 
tled tranquility, roll d about in a reſt- 
leſs and reciprocal motion. Mean time 

We 


I Minutius Feuix. 5 


we wete pleaſed with walking by the 
Coaſt, and to ſee the Waves come cur- 
Ing along to ſalute our Feet, and then 
break, and teenter into the valt Conti 
nent of Water. Thus agreeably we 
continu d out little journey without di- 
verting from the 'Shoar that bends ſo 
ſweetly in this place. 
Oc TAVvV1rus entertain'd us with 
ſo mach pleaſtire in a Diſcourſe of Na- 
vigation, we were neither ticed with 
walking nor attending to him. Tis 
true that we might not exceed our 
limits, we made returns the ſame way 
we came. Being arrived at the Place 
where they draw up the Veſſels on dry 
Land, we ſaw {ome little Boys engaged 
in an Exerciſe they purſued wich great 
Emulation. The Sport they were ſo 
intent upon is this, they gathet each of 
them a Magazine of ſmall Shells, and 
out of theſe the flatteſt and roundeſt 
they can find, and ſtooping down fling 
them with all their ſtrength, ſo as to 
make them glance, leap, ot juſt graze, 
on the ſurface of the Watet; and he 
that flings his Shell fartheſt, and makes 
the moſt bounds, is Victorious. 
Dx: AS 
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6 De Ocrvius 
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As we were pleaſed, Oc TAvius 
and I, to ſee the paſtime of the Children, 
Cx cilius neither amuſing himſelf 
with this Diverſion, nor ſo muchas {mi- 
ling at the Heat and Contention of the 
little Youths, remained penſive, and 
Melancholick, and plainly diſcovered 
he had ſomewhat in his thoughts that 
made him uneaſie. | 

What now, ſaid I, what's become 
* of that natural gaiety, and humour 
* {o charming, that could never be hid 
on the molt ſolemn occaſions? _ 

Not to diſſemble with you, ſaid 
* he, OcrA vis has toucht me. 
* It may well be ſuppoſed he did not 
* reprimand you, but to affront me; 
that he did not accuſe you of Negli- 
* gence but to make me pals as ſtupid 
and ignorant. I reſolutely demand 
Satisfaction for the Abuſe, and tliat 
« we may fairly argue it out; he'll find 
it perhaps an eaſier matter to diſcourſe 
« theſe Points among thoſe of his own 
* party, than in a regular Conference 
with Men of Learning. Let vs but 
repair to thoſe Stones that advance 
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into the Sea, and are placed there to 
defend the Baths againſt the violence 
of the Waves, that we may repoſe 
our ſelves, and diſpute at our calc. 

Accordingly we went, and they pla- 
ced me the middle, not to do me any 
particular honour; for Friendſhip either 
finds or makes us all equal; but that as 
an Arbitrator of the l might 
the better hear the Arguments of one 
ſide and the other, and ſeparate the 
two Combarants. 

Then Cecilius began thus, Brother, 
alcho' thou art ſatisfied as to the meric 
of the intended Controverſie, ſince 
thou haſt relinquiſh d the Service of 
our Gods to embrace Chriſtianity; 
nevertheleſs at preſent thou mull hold 
theBallance of an equal Judge,that the 
Sentence thou ſhalc pronounce may 
rather appear to be the neceſſary con- 
cluſion of our Reaſons, than the reſult 
of thy own Sentiments, If thou canſt 
govern thy ſelfthen as a perſect Stran- 
ger that has no Intereſt in this Affair, 
it will not be difficult to convince thee, 
that all things in the World are doubt- 

B 4 ful 
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ful and uncertain, and the knowledge 


* we have of them rather Opinion than 


Science. And therefore do the leſs ad- 
mire that ſo ſhould embrace; and 
inconſiderately acquieſce in the firſt 
Opinion that preſents it ſelf, without 
giving themſelves the trouble of exa · 


mining matters to the bottom. But 


tis a moſt deplorable thing, and what 
I cannot reflect upon without indig- 
nation, to ſee a ſort of Ignorants who 
have not the leaſt knowledge of Let- 
ters, nor of the moſt vulgar Arts; ſo 
peremptory and poſitive in the deciſi- 


on of the moſt difficult and important 


Queſtions in Nature: which have 
exerciſed and perplexed the Philoſo- 
phers of all Ages, without being able 
to attain to any certain and ſatisfacto- 
ry Reſolutions. The Mind of Man 
is ſo little capable of ſuch ſublime 
knowledge, that we are in the dark 
as to things that lie at our Feet: And 
it is an impious and unwarrantable 
Curioſity to be inquiſitive into the 
Myſteries of Providence, to pry into 


* the Archives of Heaven, or Secrets 
| JI lockt 
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© ockt up in the bowels of the Earth: 


n Happy according to the ancient 
— * Oracle of Wiſdom, if we could but 
J Know dur ſelyes. 1 . 

[ But if we are unable to reclaim 
t * our thoughts from ſuch. extravagant 
— and unptoſitable Reſearches, and 
t keep them within the Diſcipline 
t © of Reaſon, and the Reſtraints of their 
- Y © narrow Capacity: If creepinꝑ on the 
o Farth as we do, we muſt penettate 
- * the Heavens, and ſoar above the 
oO Stars: atleaſt let us not add a ſecond 
Error to the firſt, by filling the World 
T with vain Opinions and Phantoms to 
e AF * fright Men. For whether all things 
- 3 * originally conliſt of certain ſeminal 


e Principles naturally combined, or 
- * whether the Members of all this great 
n * Univerſt were form'd and adjuſted by 
e * Chance, why ſhould we make a God 
k the Creator ofthe World? Let it be the 
d Fire that kindled the Stars, let the 
e |} _* matter that conſtitutes the Heavens 
e ii ſelf ſuſtain, let the Earth be poi- 
o ſed and eſtabliſh d by its own Weight, 
8 and the Sea be a collection of Waterg 
t | prels'd out of that heavy Maſs? my 
Mis 
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this Religion 2 Why cheſe Fears 2 
What is this unaccountable Superſti- 


tion? What is Man and all other Ani-. 


mals in the World but a Mixture and. 
Coalition of Elements, which ſepa- 
rate again, and return to their primi- 
tive ſtate of Being, and all this with- 
out the concurrence or interpoſition 
of any pretended Moderator or Di- 
rector. Thus by a perpetual conflu- 
ence of the materials of celeſtial Fires. 
we ſee a Sun perpetually ſhine : Thus 
the Vapors and Exhalations of the 
Earth ſucceſſively form Clouds, which 
afterwards condenſe, by degrees riſe 
aloft, and then diſſolye into Rain, 
cauſe the Winds to blow, the Hail to 
rattle, or fill the Heavens with a rum- 
bling noiſe, make the Lightning flaſh, 
and dart the Thunder-bolt : Which 
therefore falls as indifferently, ſome- 


times on a Mountain, ſometimes on a 


Tree, one while on Temples, ano- 
ther while on Palaces, now on thoſe 
that Pray, anon on thoſe that Blaſ- 
pheme. What think ye of Tempeſts 
yarious and uncertain, whereby all 
Sp things 
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things in the World are confounded 
and overthrown, without diſtinction 
or choice; to ſee the good and the 
bad involvd in the ſame Ship-wreck, 
without any regard to Virtue or 
Vice, the Guilty and rhe Innocent 
conſumed together in the ſame Con- 
flagration, and all People indifcrimi: 
nately periih in Peſtilence, and in War, 


the beſt to be generally taken off firſt, 


And in times of Peace too Villany is 
not only ranked with Innocence , 
it is ador'd : So that conſidering the 
ſucceſs and proſperity ofthe Flagitious, 
you know not whether you ought to 
deteſt their Crimes,or coyct their Hap- 
pineſs. If. a Providence or the pow- 
erful Arm of a God interpos d in the 
Government of the World, ſurely nei- 
ther PHALA RIS nor Dio Nisius 
the Zyrant would ever have been 
Kings; RuTiLius and CaMILUS 
would never have been baniſhed; So- 
CRATES would never have been 
condemned to the Hemlock. You [ec 
the Trees now ſinking under the 
weight of their own Fruit, the Haryel} 
and Vintage in a moſt promiling and 

hopeſui 
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* hopeful proſpeR, all in an inſtant de- 
ſtroyed and conſumed by Storm and 
Rain. Certainly either the Intrigues 
and Springs of Providence are very in- 
tricate and obſcure, or what's more 
« probable, all things are conducted by 
Chance, without Rule or Deſiꝑn. 
ITherefore ſince the Motions of Na- 
ture are caſual and contingent, and all 
Men ſubjected to the Dominion of 
Fortune, is it not far more rational and 
juſt, to retain the Diſcipline of our 
* Anceſtors, and adhere to the Gods 
* our Fathers adored, and the Princi- 
* ples of Religion which were inſtill'd 
with our Milk, than raſhly preſume 
to judge and determine upon things 
* ſo ſublime 2 Had we not better con- 
fide in the firſt Men, who coming in 
Ages more incorrupt, and as it were in 
the Infancy of the World, more eſpe- 
cially deſerv d the Favour of the Gods, 
and to live by their immediate Dire- 
* ion and conduct? Accordingly we 
find all Cities, Provinces and Empires 
whatever, have received from their 
Anceſtors, Religions and Ceremonies 
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* pecubar. to themſelves, and worſhip: 
the topical Gods of their reſpective 
* Countrys. Asthe Hleaſiniant, CERES; 
* the Phrygians, CYBELE; the Epidau- 
* rians, ASCULAPIUS; the Chaldeans 
© BELL; the Syrians ASTAKTE ; the 
* Sythians DIANA ; the Gauls ME R- 
* CUUY-the Romans, ALL; by which 
means their power arriv d toits preſent 
* height, whereby they render d them- 
ſelves Maſters of the World, and car- 
*. ried their Empire beyond the Confines 
* of the Ocean, and the influence of 
the Sun, In the exerciſe of a Reli- 
* gious Valour; by crowding the City 
* with the Service of the Gods, chaſte 
* Vefals, and ſo great a number of 
* Prieſts and Ceremonies: By adoring 
their incenſed Gods, even when Rome 
* was ſacked, and nothing left them bur 
the Capitol, a time when others would 
have belcht Blaſphemies againſt them: 
by being in earneſt when to celebrate 
their Myſteries they marched with- 
out Arms thro' the midſt of their Ene- 
mies, aſtoniſh'd at the hardineſs of 
their Zeal : By adoring their van- 
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quiſhed Gods, at the very inſtant 
when the Enemy had taken their Ci- 
ty, and began to make them ſenſible 
of the Inſolence of Victory: By 
* ſearching for Divinities throughout 
* the whole Earth, to honour and pre- 
ſent them with Temples at Rome; by 
erecting Altars to Mares and Divinities 
* unknown; in a Word, by adoring the 
* Gods of all Nations, they made them- 
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ſelves Maſters of all Nations. 


This Devotion was always upheld 
and promoted among them, and even 
* improv'd by ſucceſſion of Time. For An- 
* quity createsa ſtrange reſpe for Tem- 
* plesand Things Sacred. The more ob- 
ſcure and uncertain they are in their 
* Origine, the more they are revered. 
© It was not then without Reaſon, I con- 
* fe(s,tho'I may be miſtaken, that our Fa- 
* thers were ſo much addicted to Augu- 
* ries, and to conſult the Entrails of 


** Beaſts ; ſo zealous and early in the 


© Inſtitution of the ſervice of the Gods, 
* and the Conſecration of the Temples. 
* Search the Books that preſerve the 
* Memory of things,you'll find all AY 
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Ceremonies and Myſteries of Religi- 


on introduced, cither as grateful Me- 


morials and Acknowledgments of the 


Divine Bounty, or to avert the immi- 
nent effects of his Diſpleaſure: Wit- 
neſs the Mother of the Gods, who vin- 
dicated at her appearing the Honour 
ofa Lady, and delivered Rome from 
the fear of her Enemies. Witneſs the 
Equeſtrian Statues of the two Bro- 
thers erected in the very place they 


* ſhewed rhemſelves, when, return d 
from the defeat of Ferſes, with their 
Horſes yet foaming and breathleſs, 
they gave intelligence of it the ſame 


Day it was obtained : Witneſs the 
Decii who gained a Victory by devo- 
ting themſelves for the good of their 
Country. And witneſs him likewiſe, 
who threw himſelf inro the Guiph 
that opened in the midſt of Rome, and 
cloſed the Abyſs by the Honour he 
did the Gods who ſo ordained. And 
indeed the contempt of the Sooth- ſay- 
ers has made us ſenſible of the pre- 


* {ence of the Gods oftener than we de- 
* fired Allia that fatal name is ſuffici- 


* ent 
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went to atteſt it, and the a 
©. of Claudius and Junius with the Car- 
* thagivians,” à miſtrable Ship-wreek 
rather chan a Hattel. 7 hrafrentiie (aw 
© her Waters died and flooded- with- | 
©- Reman Blood, occaſion d by an AE” 
front put upon the Augars: by a Con- 
* ful. The Parthians Piundbed us ſot 
* juſt Impecrations lighted and deſers 
ved. As to matters more remote, 
I tauching the Nativity of the Gods, 
and their Benefactions to Men, I hall 
be ſilent. I paſs by likewiſe the Ver- 
* fes of Poets, and the Oracles that 
have predicted the Deſtiny of things, 
being apprehenſive leaſt - Antiquity 
* ſhould appear to ye to be too fabulous. 
Look upon thote Temples the Ram- 
* parts ofthe Empire,and the Ornament | 
* of Rome. Are they not more venerable | 
and famous on the account of the Gods 
that reſide and are adored in them, 
then for the Richneſs of the Offerings 
and the Magnificence with 
* which they are adorned > There the 
* .Priefts are inſpired with the fore- 
v5 : knowledg of furure events, from 
: thenes 


_ 


of MixuTius FIX. 17 
——— _ — 
thence they bring thoſe Oracles gainſt 
our Dangers, and Remedies for our Diſ- 
eaſes. From thence they derive Hope for 
the Diſtreſſed, Redreſs for the Miſerable 
Conſolation for the Unfortunate, and 
the Eaſe of our Pains. We ſee and ac- 
knowledge thoſe Gods dudring our Re- 
pole in the Night, that we blaſpheme and 
renounce in the Day. Therefore ſince 
by general conſent all Men are diſpoſed 
to believe there are Gods, altho their 
Nature and Origine be unknown, ſhall 
we tolerate the Inſolence of conceited 
pretenders to impious Wiſdom, who 
make it their Buſineſs to extirpate a 
Belief, ſo wholſom, ſo ancient, ſo be- 
neficial, to Mankind 2 Whether they be 
that Theodore the Cyrenian, or that other 
by Antiquity ſurnamed the Atheiſt, who 
would have deſtroyed this Principle 
in order to caſhire all Religion and Re- 
ſtraint, and to undermine the moſt ſolid 
Foundation of humane Society and Ci- 
vil Life: They never had the eſteem 
and reputation of Sages with all their 
falſe Wiſdom and Lectures of lmpiety, 
If the Athenians 2 a Protagoras 

. our 
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cout of their Country, who diſpured 
the Divinity, as 2 Philoſopher, rather 
problematically than praſanely, and 
burned his Writings before a numereys 
Aſſembly: Sball we ſuffer (to expreſs 
my ſelf with a little more reſentment-jn 
the heat of diſpute) Shall we ſuffer, 1 


ſay, Men of an infamous and deſperate 


Faction, to attack the Gods without 
puniſnment, and - draw together 
an ignorant Rabble, chiefly of We- 
men, caſie to bo impaſed on thro the 
weakneſs and credulity of their Sex, to 
initiate them in a profane Society, not 
to ſay Conſpiracy ; where no ſacred 
Ceremony is obſerved: Nothing but 
Sacrilege, midnight Aſſemblies, Solemn 
Faſtipgs, and horrid Ræpaſts: A Crew 
that affect Parkneſs, and ſhun the Light, 
who are ſilant in publick, and ſpeak 
inceſſantly when they are by themſelves. 
Who fly from Temples as from Char- 
nel-houſes, contemn the Gods, deride 
things Sacred; and in ſhort, pity others, 
who are ſo miſerable themſelves. Who 
neither regard our Dignities, nor rhe 
Honors annext to the Prieſtheod, 8 but 
8 4 n purn 
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ſpurn at our „being themſelves 
in Rags; and by as ſtrange Folly as in- 


credible Audacity, deſpile preſent tor- 


ments upon an apprehienfian of Eyils 
"uncertain and future, aud are fearleſs of 


dying to prevent dying when they {hall 


be no more. Such prevalence has Bi- 


gottry, and the deluſive hopes they 
fool themſelves with. In the mean time 
as ill Weeds are moſt apt to propagate, 
and infectious Vices to ſpread and ger 
und, this accurſed Set augments 
kewiſe daily; for which Reaſon we 
dught in tima to uſe our utmoſt to exter- 
minate and abolifh the execrable Facli- 
an. They know one another by hid- 
den figns, and love as by inſtin even 
before they are known. Luxury and 
Incontinence are eſſentials of their Re- 


ligion; they call one another Brother 


and Siſter, that by virtue of Names ſo 
lacred they may improve Fornication 
into Inceſt; ſuch a Bleaſure do the 

Wretches take in refining upon Villany. 


And doubtlefs if there were no truth in 


all chis, che Flame would not be fo fla- 
that 
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that by an unheard of Superſtition they 
worſhip the Head of an Aſs, they have 
conſecrated; a Religion like themſelves, 
and worthy of their Life. They pay a 
religious Devoir, as {ome ſay, to a cer - 
tain part of their Prieſts. I am not po- 
ſitive whether theſe Suſpicions are true 


or falſe, but without doubt ſuch Cere- 


monies; and nocturnal Devotions, are 
all very proper to give occaſion for ſuch 
Reports. And he that ſays they Wore 
ſhip a Man that was hang' d for his 
Crimes, and that the Wood of à Croſs 
is a part of their Ceremonies, attributes 


Altars to them worthy of their Villany, 


and makes them worſhip what they de» 
ſerve. Furthermore the Ceremony they 
uſe at the admiſſion of any one to par. 
take of their Myſteries is as horrid, as 
notorious. They place before this new- 
comer an Infant covered with Paſte, to 
conceal from him the Murther he is to 
commit, herein he is commanded to 
thruſt a Knife in ſeveral Places; the 


Blood that runs about they greedily lick 


up, and the common Guilt is the com- 
mon Pledge and Ingagement of their 
59. £2 Secrecy 
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and Silence. Myſterics \ e 
thay all Sacrileges. Neither are we ig · 
norant of what ſort. their Feaſts are; 
our Orator Cirtenſis mentions them in 
his Harangue: On aſolemn day they all 
aſſemble, Men, Women, Children, Bro- 
thers, Siſters, of every Age and Sex, 
after they have eaten and drunk plenti- 
fully, when the Wine and the Meat be» 
gin to provoke and inflame their Luſt, 

they fling ſomewhat to a Dog thathe can- 
not — 8 but by overthtowing and ex- 
tinguiſhing the Lights, to which he is 
tied for that purpole. Being t hus rid of 
the only Witneſs of their Crimes; they 
promiſcuoully lie together, equally 
guilty of the ſame Inceſt in their Heart 
and Intention which poſſibly all cannot 
be in Effect, foraſmuch as the Sin that 
every one commits is the Deſign and 
Deſire of the whole Gang. I purpoſe- 
ly omit 1 other things that are char- 
ged upon them; you haye heard too 


much. And cerainly the darkneſs 


their Myſteries require, is a ſufficient 


proof of all, at leaſt of the greateſt part 


of what has been alledged. For why 
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are ig is ſolicicous to hide ther Pe. 
Votion ? Men fear not the diſco e 
of what they know to be watranth 
and honeſt, but Crimes require Gap? 
and Silence. Why have th be Altars 
Tem ples nor Images At TAG ISR 
hy do 0, they not ſpeak but in 4 — 
nor aſſemble but by Ir Wekh - If what 
they thus hide, 10 what they Thirs 
Worſhip, be neither infamous nof if. 
nal Again, Who is this umkno wn, I- 
litary Jef God, that nd rec Natibn 
ever er d, no not the Ropatis, "Who 
worſhip. the Gods of the whole Earth 
Of all Mankind, none but the Raſeally 
and Wrerehed Nation of the Tris, Was 
yer obſer ved tõ adore but one God; but 
Gen it was done openly with T emples 
and Altars. with Certmonits and Sa- 
crifices. Altho'the power of tat Od i 
(0 inſighificant, that # this pteſent He 
5 a Ciptive of of the RAI, und his 
Er 
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orſhjppers With Vim. But whit ten. 
ers, what Prodiptes'do the People 
' Not ment; That ts God or theirs 
they can neither ſee themſelves, not dil 
Foyer to others, is intimately W 
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ed inthe Lives and Actions of all Men, 
hears their Voices, and penetrates into 
their inmoſt thoughts, and is every 
where preſent, They make him trou- 
bleſome, impertinent, and even impu- 
dent in his great Curioſity, in conſe· 
queſce of which he muſt have a hand 
in all that we do, run to and fro; and 
leave nothing unturned. But how can 
he take care of every thing, being em- 
ployed in ſo many Places, or fufhce for 
all, who. is taken up and detdined in 
every part? hut this is not all; they threat - 


en the World, the Heavens not excepted, 


with a general Conflagration: You'd 
ſay they confpird and deſign d its Ruin. 
As ifany thing could ſubvertthis regular 
eternal Order eſtabliſhed by the Pow- 
ers of Nature, or that the Elements 
would break their Alliance, and fall to 
Confaſion ; ahd this Divine Harmony 
diſſolve itſelf ro deſtroy the Machine 
that contaius and ſurrounds it To 
Which they add as many idle Dreams 
and old Wives Tales: Thar they ſhall 
riſe, again after Death with their Duſt 
and. Aſhes: Knee in the Belief 
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of, £ cheir;owp. Inventions with ſuch won- 
1720 Confidence, and invincible Ob- 
ſt Nap e take them to have 

and riſen. again. A double 
Skeet ard double folly ; to believe 
the deſtruction of che — and the 
Stars which we daily leave in the ſame 
ſtate we found them, and not believe 
that of Men, who die every hour, and 
come to an end as certainly as they had 
a beginning. Notwithſtanding they rey 
fuſe to burn the Dead, and condemn 
our uſage. As if the Corps that are de- 
nied the Flames, would not be reduced 


to Aſhes in time and a courſe of years. 


Do you think it is of any account whe- 
ther we are difloly'd in the Earth, or 
the Sea, whether we are devoured” 
Flames, or the Beaſts of the Field + If 
Corps retain any Senſe after Death, any 
kind of Sepulture muſt be a Tormenit 
to them; if they have none, that whete- 
by they are moſt effectually and expe- 
ditiouſly conſumed is the beſt. In the 
me an time prepoſſeſſed with this-ridi- 
culous, Opinion, they promiſe them- 
Jelves as righteous and holy Perſons, 
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an eternal Felicity after this Life, and 
conſign all others as ſinful and wicked, 
to endleſs miſery. I have enough to ſay 
to this, but need not be at any further 
trouble to prove them to be worſe thau 
others, having anticipated that already, 
but granting them to be more juſt, is 
not Deſtiny, as is generally believed, 
the conſtant cauſe of all the Good and 
and Evil in the World; which is their 
Opinion too, with this difference only, 
that as ſome aſcribe all our Actions to 
Deſtiny, they attribute the fame to 
God; accordingly they ſay it was not 
any Act or Impulſe of their own Will 
that diſpoſed them to embrace their 
Sect, but they were elected and called 
thereto by God, wherein they make a 
God unjuſt; who does not puniſh the 
Fault ſo much as the Misfortune of Men. 
But anſwer me a little, I beſcech thee 
Shall you riſe again without a Body, or 
with one and the ſame you now have, 
or with another? Shall it be without a 
Body? I can't conceive how there can be 
either Life or Soul, or Senſation without 
8 Body. How then With a Body?Ic is long 


ſince 
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Fidee that has coaled to be, If wich a. 


nothet that cannot be the ſame Man, 
But ſince the expiration of ſo many 
there is not ſo much as one ſingle in- 


ſtance to be found, of any Man that 


has returned from the Dead, as the Po- 
ets feign of Protheſilaus, for a few hours 


only, to afford us the leaſt umbrage for 


aſſenting to ſuch an incredible thing. 


All chis is nothing but Whim, Chima 


ras of a diſtempet d and delirous Brain 
and yain Conſolations of Poetick Inven- 
tion agreeably repreſented, and plauſi- 
bly ſer off, which you being eredulous 
and eaſily impoſed on, have revived 
in favour of your God. Why do you 
not conclude by the experience you 

have of things preſent at leaſt, the va- 
nity of theſe hopes and expectations of 
the future? Learn, poor miſtaken 
Wretches, learn what reception you ate 
like to find after Death by che cnter- 
tainment you meet with during your 
. Life, The greater, and if your ſelves 
may be credited, rhe better part of you 
are pincht with Hunger and T *. la- 
255 our 
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bour under poverty and Miſery; 
God ſirfers or diflembles all 4 
ther will not et eannot provide for his 
own; Inſomueh that he muſt be either 
impbtemt or unjuſt. Gan ſt thou who 
flattereſt thy e with an Im 
aſter this Life, be ignorant. of thy pre- 
ſent ſtate, art not ſehſible of thy Kal 
when chou art under apprehenſion of an 
ich pending; or the real preſſure of any 
actual Calamity, in the Flames of 2 
Fevet; or the Tottures of Pain? Qbſti- 
nate Wreteh! who will not confeſs the 
Miſery be feels; But theſe ſmall mat- 
tors apart: See here che Inſtrumonts of of 
Torment, the Racks and che 
nö longer to be adored, but now to be 
endured; 4nd the Fires you ſo much 
fear, and to Which you — — 
others. Where is this God that can raiſe 
the Dead, but cansot deliver the Li- 
wing 2 The Romunt without any 
ance of his, are they not Lords of the 
World, and of your L ſolves * They 
; while you by your 
apprehenſtous and foruples debar your 
n the moſt — 
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und comforts of Life. Mou neither 

r at our publick Shews nor Pomp 
Vou abſent your ſelves from our ſolemn 
Feſtivals, and ſacred Combats: You 
abhor the Meat that our Prieſts have 
but touched, and the Wine that returns 
from the Altars. It ſeems you even 
fear the Gods you do not believe. You 
refuſèe to crown your Heads with Flow- 
ers, and reſerve your perfumes for the 
Dead; you will not ſo much as grace a 
Sepulcher with a Garland: but always 
look pale and tremble; worthy indeed 
of Compaſſion, but of that of our Gods. 
| _ be ort, you neither riſe from the 
10r- partake of the Comforts of 
— hetefore if you can make the 
leaſt prerence either to Modeſty or Wit, 
Jet the Deſtiny of the World, and the 
Heavens alone; take care of your ſelves, 
look under your Feet, that's employ- 
ment enough, eſpecially for ſuch rude, 
illiterate ignorants as yon, uncapable 
of underſtanding the things of Eartli, 
much more thoſe of Heaven. But if 
you muſt commence Philoſophers, ſuch 
, 
; ocrates 
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of Mixurtus Fatlx. 29 
Socrates ; who is the Prince [of 
Wiſdom. .. Every body knows the An- 
{wer he returned to the inquiſitive about 
Divine things; That which is above ut 
dos not touch or concern us. At the ſame 
time he had a juſt Reputation for ex- 
traordinary Wiſdom, and found it was 
not for knowing every thing, but for 
knowing he knew nothing, that the 
Oracles pronounced him the wiſeſt of 
the Greeks. | Accordingly it is moſt ſo- 
yercign Wiſdom to conſeſs our Igno- 
rance.. From whence the Opinion of 
Arceſilas, Carneades, and many of the 
Academics was derived, who ſuſpend- 
ed their Judgment as to the ſolution of 
Queſtions of high import, and extream 
difficulty. Which indeed is moſt advi- 
ſable both for the Honour of the Learn- 
ed, and the Safety of the Ignorant. 
Whereby Simonides made himſelf ſo fa- 
mous in that excellent Anſwer of his 
that deſerved a Statue, and to be pro- 
pos d as an Example to all Ages. For 
being required by King Hiero to deli- 
ver his Opinion concerning the Gods: he 
ſirſt demanded one day to conſider af t 
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1 and that being expired, two ar three 
the King, ſurpriſedd at his remiſenels 
greſſed him ta Anſwer. Jie wore Fans 
Halter it, ſaid he, the more difficulty I find 
— 2 ars arduaus and uncertain 
we ſheuld leave undetermined, and not 
bs arregantly poſitive where the greateſt 
Wits de but canjeure and delibbras crate. 
Otheryile we ſhall deſtray all manner 
of Religien, and introduce the maſt in- 
tolerable Slavery and Superſtition. 


Well, aid CE 1L Ius, ending 
here, With a ſmiling Aſpęct, for the 
Impetueſiy of his Niſagurſt had taken 
away all his Anger, What Reply ſhall 
T Nate, He Ne. rh Jeff to 
4AYTYS his Race, the frf of Ba- 

kexs and the laft of Philofophers > © 
Spare him a lictle, iaid 1, you are 
not to triumph before the Victory, nor 
to value your ſolf tog much upon your 
jolly Hartengue. You muſt remember 
you gomend far Truth and not for Ap- 
plauſe. And tho I muſt own,” your 
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Niſcousle pleaſed me oxtyramly by i 
Subtlety and admirable Variety + Yee I 
am ſorry and more  caneeraed. to toe 
Truth change ſides, and vary according 
to the Addreſs of the Speaker, to Jac 
all rhings rcndrod intricate and obſcure 
by Actiſice, that are clear and evident 
in themſelves. We ſuffer our Thoughts 
to he led captive by the Beauty of a 
excellence of the manner, from weigh- 
ing the merit of the things that are {pe- 
ken, neirher diſceraing the Truth, nor 
being apprized that a very incredible 
— may be true, and 1 _ 
uſible appearances are oft enoug 

falſe. Thus an eaſis credulity is aſſont 
ing to every thing chat is preſented in a 
fair Light, gives thoſe that are skilſul 
in the Arts of the Tangue the greateſt 
advantage in point of Diſpute, till at 
laſt finding our ſelves zmpoled upon at 
every turn; inſtead of blamingeurows 
Negligence and want of due Caution, 
we exclaim the Uocortainty of 
things, asd had rather eandemn and 
disbelieve all, than acquieſce in ge 

on 
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ciſion of matters ſo fallible and doubtful. 
We ate to be careful leſt this brings us 
to an abhotrence of all manner of Dif 
courſe and of Men too. For they who 
are apt to believe finding themſelves de- 
ceived by Perſons they had a good Opi- 
nion of, run intoan Error of a contrary 
Extreme, ſuſpect all the World, and 
diſtruſt even thoſe they might ſafely 
confide in- - Foraſmuch then as every 
one, as ſtrenuouſly as he can, endea- 
vours to defend his own Tenets, and 
on one ſide Truth may be more ob- 
ſcure, and on the other Subtlety or Elo- 


_ ſo prevalent as to perſuade even 
t 


at which is not, We ought to ex- 
amine every particular as nicely as we 
can, and commend Subtlety, but not be- 
lieve it. 

Vou act the part of an unbiaſs d At- 
bitrator indeed, ſaid CE cillus, to 
come and interrupt the Diſpute with 
a Speech that evacuates the Force and 
Credit of all that J have ſaid, Oc ra- 
Vius himſelf being prepared to anſwer 
diſtinctly and ſeparately to every 

2 4 


it, jig , he'll 
d tp, be as, much 
for your own advantage as mine. 1 
lay down this as a Teſt, whereby you 
may diſcern whether the Sentence 
T ſhall pronounce, be ſupported by the 
ſtrength of Reaſon, or the Pomp of Elo- 
quence; and I muſt no longer withold 
our attention, ſince OCTAV1us 
imlelf, as you ſay, is prepared to 
ſpeak, and let nothing prevent our gi- 
Ving him an equal Audience. 

I will ſpeak, ſaid Oc rav ius, to 
the beſt of my capacity ; but we muſt 
endeavour bo th of us to forbear Calum- 


ny and perſonal Reflexions, and diſſi- 
N 


pare choſe dark Clouds by the bright 
ys of Truth. And inthe fitſt place 
I take the freedom to tell you, that you 
attributed ſo great an Uncertainty ro 
the things you diſcours d of, that you 
* me ſome Reaſon to imagine your 
Notions of them were but ſuperficial 
and confuſed, or that you had quite 
loſt your ſelf. For one while you ac- 
know ledged you believed the Gods, 
and afterwards you knew not what to 
believe; as if by * and 1 * 
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= you deſigned to clude and put 
by the Force of an Anſwer. Bur I can- 
not believe that of Cx c11115, thole 
little Evaſions are far from his Spirit; 
and tho! he is ſubtle, yet he is innocent. 
It rather happened to him as to thoſe 
who are ignorant of the way, when 
they ſee ſeyeral paths they are ata ſtand, 
not daring to adventure upon any one, 
nor approye of them all. So he that 
has no aſſurance of Truth is nonpluſt at 
every difficulty he meets with, and 
changes his Opinion as oſt as o poſite 
Realons are objected againſt it. We 
muſt not wonder then to find cel 
Lius ſo unſteady and inconſtant in this 
Rencounter, but that he may no on- 
ger, float upon the Waves of Uncer- 
tainty, III ſhew him the Truth. And 
whereas he is ſo highly offended to ſee 
Men of that Poverty and Ignorance he 
objects to us, dif pute of things Divine; 
he muſt know that all Men without a- 
ny exception to Age, Quality, or Sex, 
are born rational, that the Faculties of 
the Mind are not the gifts of Fortune: 
That the Philoſophers themſelves, as 
well as other celevraped layemea. of 

rt's 
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and Sciences, before they diſcover'd 
their Knowledge and Capacity by the 
excellence of their Productions, were 
look'd uponas the Scum of the People ; 
ſo true it is, that the Rich, (Idolaters 
of their Treaſure) contemplate their 
Gold more than Heaven; and they were 
poor like us, who firſt diſcovered 
Truth, and imparted it to others. A 
ſound Mind is not a retainer to Wealth, 
nor the Acquiſition of Study, but an 
Advantage and Endowment of Nature; 
We ſhould not then repine nor be dif: 
pleaſed at the freedom that is taken by 
any to enquire about things Divine, and 
to ex preſs themſelves as they thinł fit: 
We ought not to regard the Quality of 
the Speaker, but the Quality of his 
Words: Beſide, Truth the more un- 
provided it is of the exterior Ornaments 
of Speech, the more viſible it appears, 
when free from Diſguiſe of Artifice and 
Eloquence it remains in its genuine Pu- 
rity, as it ought to do, to be the Rule 
and Standard of Good and Evil. Nor 
do deny what CE CI LI us has gi- 
ven himſelf ſo much trouble to prove, 
; D 2 that 
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that Man ought. to know himſelf, and 
conſider his End, his Nature, and, his 
Origine: Whether he was made by a 
Fortuitous Complication of Elements, 
or a Confiux of well diſpoſed Atoms, 
or whether it was not God himſelf that 
created and form'd him: But of this we 
mult be ignorant without ſome know- 
ledge of this Univerſe, and oonſequent- 
ly of its Author. Theſe are things of 
{uch cloſe Connexion and Dependence, 
that we cannot know Man without ſome 
previous knowledge of God ; as wecan- 
not be capable of Civil Affairs without 
fome underſtanding of the State of the 
World in general. And indeed ſince 
herein we differ from the Beaſts, that as 
they are bow d down towards the Farth, 
where they are to find their Paſture, we 
have an erect Stature and elevated A- 
ſpect, to contemplate the Heavens, and 
Reaſon both diſcovers a God, and ren- 
ders us like him, we cannot without 
a Crime ſhut our Eyes againſt ſo great a 
Light, and it is a degree of a Sacrilege, 
to ſearch for that in Earth which we 
ought to find, and account for in Hea- 
| Venn. 
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ven. And certainly he muſt be void 
both of Sight and Senſe, who can ima- 
gine this great and wonderful Machine 
of the World was made by a caſual 
Concourſe of inſenſible Particles of Mat- 
ter, and not by the Wiſdom and Con- 
tri vance of a God. When we come to 
contemplate the whole Syſtem of Nature 
both above and below us, is any thing 
more èvident than that it was a Divine 
and Excellent Spirit that firſt form d by 
his Power, and ſtill upholds and con- 
ducts it by his Providence? Conſider 
the mighty extent and rapid courſe of 
the Heavens, when illuminated by the 
Stars, or the Rays of the Sun; youll 
diſcover in that eternal periodical Move- 
ment the Divine Wiſdom writ in Let- 
ters of Light. What ſhall we ſay of the 
great Luminary, and the Neighbouring 
Planer, the one by ſtared Revolutions 
meaſuring and dividing the year, the 
other by different Phaſes and Changes 
the Months, or of the eternal V iciiſi- 
tude of Darkneſs and Light, which pro- 
duce another of Labour and Reſt? 
But I leave it to Aſtrologers to diſcourſe 
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of the Stars and their Powers; of thoſe 
that preſide over the Fruits and the Har- 
veſt, and thoſe that influence Navigati- 
on and the Wind, on which the Science 
of the Husbandman, and the Pilot 
depends. That any thing could. pro- 
duce ſo many Wonders, and eſtabliſh 
that barmonious Order and Regularity 
tbey inviolably obſerve, but a Divine 
Spirit and infinite Wiſdom who can 
doubt? Who indeed, ſince we mult be 
Maſters of no leſs to comprehend them? 
Does not this Diverſity of Times and 
Seaſons which keep their due Diſtance, 
and conſtantly tread the ſame Rounds, 
proclaim its Author and celebrate his 
Praiſe 2 The Spring being neceſſary to 
produce the Flowers and Herbs; the 
Summer to ripen the Fruits and the 
Grain, the Autumn gradually and gently 
to perfect this Work, and the Winter 
no leſs for the Repoſe and Refreſhment 
of Nature. I his Order continues with- 
out interruption or alteration for ſo ma- 
ny Ages, but would ſoon be ſubverted, 
if Fortune were Miſtreſs of the World. 
Beſide, what Wiſdom, to temper and 
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adjuſt the Winter and Summer, by the 


Autumn and Spring, with ſo much Art 
and ExaQneſs, that we paſs, inſenſibly 
as it were, out of the Heat of the one, 
into the Cold of the other, without 
experimenting the Rigour of contrary 
Extremes ? Look upon the Sea, a lit- 
tle Sand ſerves to keep it within its 
Bound. See what a vaſt variety of 
Plants draw their reſpective nouriſh- 
ment out of theBowels of the ſameEarth. 
Again, reflect upon the Flux and Re- 
flux of the Ocean, the eternal ſources 
that water the World, the Rivers and 
Aqueducts that perpetually circulate a- 
bout the Earth, beautiſied with ſuch a 


pleaſing and uſeful variety of Plains, 


Valleys and Mountains; inhabited by 
ſo many Animals, all plentifully provi- 
ded with peculiar Accommodations for 
Life and Defence : Some armed with 


Horns and Hoofs, {ome with Teeth or 


Stings, ſome with Claws and Talons, 
others ſecur'd by Flight; all endow'd 


by Nature with Agility, Strength, or 


Sagacity. But eſpecially the Form of 


Man diſcoyers a God to be his Author; 


D 4 his 


40 The Ocrayius 


erect Stature, his elevated Aſpect where 
all rhe Senſes keep their Reſidence as 
in a Koyal Apartment, his Eyes as Sen- 
tinels placed on high. It would be 
endleſs to be particular. There is no 
part of Man which is not apparently 
either for Ornament or Uſe : And that 

Miracletobe all alikeand all unlike!Then 

the Wonders of our Birth, the deſire of 

Propagation, are they not from God 

Who prepares the ſweet Dew in the Mo- 

thers Breaſts as a delicate and agreeable 

Nouriſhment for the little Creatures. 

Nay, he has not only made a general 

order of Proviſion for the whole, but 

extends a paternal Care to every part of 

the World. Ec hears Britain with the 
warm Vapours of the Sca, to ſupply the 

diſtance of the Sun: The Nile ſerves 

for Rain to Egypt. Meſopotamia is en- 

riched and cultivated by Euphrates; the 

River that denominates, as tis report- 
ed, ſows and waters India. When we 
enter into a well · contrived Houſe very 

exquiſitely furniſned and adorned, can 
we deny that ever a Builder or a Ma- 

ſter had been there : And have we not 
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more reaſon to conclude that this ſtate- 
ly Fabrick of the Univerſe, wherein we 
iſcover ſuch admirable Order, and 
marks of Contrivance, was erected and 
adorned by a Mind and Wiſdom infi- 
nitely exceeding them all? Bur perhaps 
you are willing to admit a Providence, 
you only doubt whether all things are 
under the Government of one God on- 
ly. As to that you may be eaſily ſatiſ- 
fed by conſidering the State of this 
World: Where did ever Royalty or 
Empire bear a Companion long ? where 
did any ſuch thing begin with Faith, 
or end without Blood 2 not to mention 
the Grandees of Perſia who referred the 
Election of a Prince to the neighing of 
ne a Horſe: To omit the Antiquated Sto- 
es ry of the Thebans: every body knows 
£ fatal Diſſenſion of the two Brothers 
he il fora poor Kingdom of Shepherds, Inha- 
rt- bitants of Cottages The Wars of Ca- 
we = (ar and Pompey, put Europe, Africk, and 
ry Alia, into Convulſions, and ſo great an 
an Empire could not bear the Father and 
la- the Son : in- aw. Nay the Bees have one 
ot King; the Heards but one Leader, and 
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can you imagine two Lords to be in Hea · 
ven? Thou art not ignorant ſure that the 
Author of Nature is without tounds; 
has neither Beginning nor End, that his E- 
ternity is from himſelf, as theCommence- 
ment and: Exiſtence of all other things 
is from him? Who, before the World 
had a Being, was a World to himſelf, his | 
own Occupation and Glory : Who crea- | 
ted all things by his Word, diſpoſes and 
orders them by his Wiſdom, preſerves 
and perfects them by his Power. He 
is not ſeen, being more ſubtile than the 
Sight. Not to be comprehended, be- 
ing above comprehenſion, and grea- 
ter than all the Senſes. He is im- 
menſe , infinite , known only to 
himſelf, our Minds are too narrow 
ro conceive him. We never compre- 
hend him better than in confeſſing him 
to be Incomprehenfible. Who ever 
thinks he knows it, "leſſens his Majeſty, 

| and he that will not diminith ir, muſt 
not pretend to know it. Should you ask 
1 his Name, it is impoſſible to give him 
one ſuitable to his Perfections, his Name 
is GOD. If I call him Father, you'll 
| preſently conceive him under the Noti- 
on 
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Regions, and that it: is he who forms 
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on we have of a Father - If I call him 
King or Lord, you'll do the ſame. Se- 


parate all that is of Earth from thoſe 


terms, and thou haſt diſcovered what 
he is. All Men are agreed in the Noti- 


on of him, when they ſtretch out 


their Hands to Heaven, they name no 
other but GOD; They ordinarily a 

God is great, God is juſt 3 and if it plea 

God: thus they ſpeak: And this is 
not ſo much the Confeſſion of a Chri- 
ſtian, as the Voice of Nature. Thoſe 
that will have Jupiter to be Sovereign 
Lord of all, are only miſtaken in the 
Name; they agree with us as to one 
Power: The Poets likewiſe ſing of one 


Father of the Gods of Men, and ſay 
that he forms our very thoughts at his 


pleaſure. What ſays Virgil, is he not 
more expreſs and near to Truth? That 
from the beginning there was but one 
only Mind or Spirit that filled Heaven 
and Earth, the Soul ofthe World. That 


from him Men, and all other Animals 


derived their Being. And in another 


place, he calls this Spirit GOD, he adds 
that he is preſent in all Climates and all 


the 
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the Tempeſts and the Thunder; we fay 
ſo too: And can produce if you pleaſe 
a particular account of the Opinion of 
the Philoſophers, you'll find them to be 
of the ſame mind, altho' they expreſs 
themſelves differently. I paſs by the 
firſt who by their Doctrine deſerved 
the Name and Title of Sages. Becauſe 
Thales the Mileſian, the eldeſt of them 
all, who firſt diſputed publickly of Ce- 
leſtial Queſtions, ſays Water is the 
Principle; out of which the Spirit form d 
all things, and adds that, to know the 
manner how they cooperated together 
herein, is not in the power of Man, but 
that God, who is this Spirit, has reveal- 
ed it. Vou ſee how the Opinion of 
the firſt of the Philoſophers and ours 
accord. Afterward Anaximenes, and 
in ſucceeding times Diogenes ſurnamed 
the Apolloniate; ſaid God is of an Aere- 
al Nature, immenſe and infinite ; nei- 
ther do theſe differ with us, Anaxago- 
ras was of Opinion that God is an in- 
finite Spirit ; Pythagoras is of the 
ſame, and ſays, he is diffuſed thro all 
the World, imparting Life and Exiſtence 


to all things. Xenopbanes will have God 


be 
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be an Animated Infinity. Anti ſthenes 
taught that different Countries had 


different Gods, but that there is but 


one only who is by nature G O D. 
Spew/ippus thought God to be that 


natural and animal Virtue, or Pow- 


er whereby all things are regulated, 
diſpoſed, and conducted. Democritus 
himſelf, altho' the Inventer of Atoms, 
does he not often aſſert that God is that 
Original Nature, and that Intelligence 
that produces Ideas 2 Strato held like- 
wilc that he is Nature. Epicurus him- 
ſelf, who either believed there were no 
Gods, or that they remained in a ſtate 
of profound Idleneſs, exalts Nature a- 
bove all. Ariſtotle is not always of the 
ſame Mind: Nevertheleſs, he eſtabliſh- 
es one ſupreme Power: which one while 
he Il have to be a Spirit; another while 
the World, at other times ſomewhat 
without the World. Heraclides, ſurna- 


med the Pontict, gives the Superinten- 


dency to a Divine Spirit, but is not al- 
ways conſiſtent with himſelf, no more 
than Theophraſtus, Zeno, Chryſippus, and 
Cleanthes, But all admit but af one 
8 rovi - 
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Providence. Cleanthes ſays, ſometimes 
that God is a Spirit, and ſometimes 
that he is a Fire, ſometimes likewiſe he 
ſays he is an Intelligence. Zeno his Ma- 
ſter believes him to be the Eternal Lay 
that is eſſential roo, and inſeparable 
from the Nature of things: And ſome- 
times that he is a Fire and an Intelli- 
gence; and demonſtrates the prevailing 
Opinion concerning the Gods to be a 
vulgar Error, that by Juno we ate to 
underſtand the Air; by Jupiter the 
Heavens, by Neptune the Sea, and the 
like. Chryſippus ſays almoſt the ſame, 
that God is a Divine Power, an intel- 
lectual Principle, tho ſometimes he be · 


lieves the World and Fate to be God, 


and imitates Zeno in the Interpretation 
of the Fables of the Gods that occur in 
the Books of Homer, Heſſod and Orphe- 
16. Diogenes, he that is ſurnamed the 
Babylonian, explains Jupiters Lying in, 
and the Birth of Minerva, as relatin 
only to things of Nature, and not to 
the Gods. Tenopbon the Diſciple of So- 
crates holds that the true God is not to 
be ſeen, and therefore we are not to at- 
| tempt 
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tempt pt it. Ariſto of the Iſle of Chio ſays 
he is incomprehenſible. Plato ſpeaks 
more expreſly of the Divinity, and is 
leſs miſtaken in the Name and the 
Thing, Indeed he would be all Divina, 
if he had not contracted ſome Secular 
Defilements He ſays in his Timeus, thar 
by the Name of GO D we denote the 
Father of the Univerſe, the Creator of 
the Soul, incomprehenſible by reaſon 
of his Immenſity, and not to be diſco- 
vered to the World, if we could attain 
to a Comprehenſion, of him. We ſay 
almoſt the ſame. And altho we know 
God and confeſs him to be the Father 
of the- Univerſe, we do not make a 
publick Declaration of our Opinion, 
unleſs Neceſſity or good Reaſon obli- 
ges us ſo to do. Thus I haye given 
you the Opinion of almoſt all the Phi- 
loſophers, and ſhewn that altho' they 
expreſs themſelves differently, they al 
believe but one and the ſame GOD : 
which is extremely to their Glory; 
and a Proof that either the Chriſtians 
are Philoſophers, or the Philoſopher3 
were Chriſtians. If there be a * 
ence 
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dence then; if the World be EET 

by one God only, we ſhould not hear- 
Ken to Fables of Antiquity, 'contradi- 
cted by Reaſon, and damn d by the Phi- 
loſophers of all Ages. For ſuch was the 
Credulity of out Forefarhers that they 
believed things incredible : 4 wany-be- 
died- Scylla, a Chimera of various forms, a 
Hydra that revived and renewed by his 
Wounds, and Centaurs half Men and 
half Horſes. Any thing that fanciful 
or deſigning Men would have them 
believe, of the Metamorphoſes of Men 
into Birds, and Beaſts into Men, and 


Men again into Flowers and Trees. And þ 


ſo many things of the like Nature, 
that ſome 'of them would have hap- 
pened ſince, if they had ever been at 
all; but we ſee no ſuch thing, it being 
impoſſible. Thus by a ſtrange Simpli- 
city 7 Sillineſs they took up their 
Belief of the Gods: For by adoring 
their Kings, and deſiring to perpetuate 
their Memory by Pictures and Statues, 
what they at firſt invented to caſe 
their grief for the Loſs of them, was 
afcerwards converted into Religion. 

Before 
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Before the World was open 'to Com- 
merce, which was ſoon ſuceceded by 
an exchange and intermixture of Cu- 
ſtoms and Ceremonies, every Nation 
adored its Founder, ſome great Leader, 
2 Virtuous and Valiant Queen, the in- 
venter of ſome Art, or the Author of 
{ſomewhat uſeſul and beneficial to Men, 
whereby they thought to diſcharge che 
Obligation they were under to the Me- 
mory of thoſe illuſtrious Perſons, and to 
recommend the Example of {ach excel. 
lent Virtues to the imitation of Poſte- 
rity. Examine Hiſtory, and you'll a- 
gree to me, chat Men were deiſied ei- 


| ther for their Benefactions or their Me- 


rit. Eubemerus gives an account in or- 
der of their Birth, their Country, and 
their Name, and ſhews the places of 
their Sepulchers. He proves by inſtances 
of the Dictæun Juri A A, the Del 
phick Ar OL L o, the tin 1- 
sis, the Elefinim C R RES, and 
others, that they were ranked among 
the Gods, who by running about 
the World made diſcoveries to any 
Country of fuch Grain or Fruits that 
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were unknown there before, or 
of any other Invention uſeful and 
ſerviceable to human Society. Perſeas 
ſays the ſame, and withal that the 


things they diſcoyered bore their Name, 


which is verified in the Words of the 
Poet, Without Ceres and Bacchus, Ve- 
nus flags. Alexander the Great, in a 
long Diſcourſe he wrote to his Mother, 
informs her, that through Compulſion 
be had prevailed with a Prieſt to diſco: 

verthe Myſtery of the Gods, he makes 
Vulcan the firſt of them all, next Jupiter 
and his Race. Reflect upon the Cittern 
of Iſis with her Swallow, and the vain 
Tomb of the God that Egypt adores, 
who was torn in pieces. In all your 
Cercmonies, in all your Myſteries, you 
may read the miſerable end, the Death 
and Funeral of your Gods, Js be- 
wails the Loſs of her Son, in the com- 
pany of her Bald-pated Prieſts, and her 
Cynocephalus : the mournful 7facks beat 
their Breaſts in - imitation of the more 
mournful Mother. Immediately. after 
to her, great Joy ſhe recovers her Son; 
the Priefis make loud Acclamations, 
ang Cynecephalns has the Glory of find- 

Ju a ing 
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ing bim. Thus they fail not every 


year to loſe what they find, and find 
what they Joſe ; but is nat it ſhameful to 
lament what they adore, or adore what 
they lament Notwithſtanding ſuch 
are the Devotions of Egypt, and now 
of Rome. Ceres ſurrounded with Ser 
pents, a Flambeau in her Hand, and full 
of Sorrow ſearches for her Daughter 
they have taken from her; theſe arethe 
Myſteries of Eleuſina. Thoſe of Japi- 
ter are no leſs ridiculous ; a She-goat 
ſerves for a Nurſe, a Child is convey- 
ed away, leſt he ſhould be devoured 
by his Father, the Corybants ſtrike their 
Cymbals, that his Cries may not be 
heard; to proceed, Cybele chaſtiſes her 
Lover becauſe he cannot reſolve to ca- 
reſs the Mother of the Gods, as being too 
old and ugly for him: You'll ſay ſhe 
deſign d to make an Eunuch-God, For 
het Prieſts adore this Wretch by a vo- 
luntary Submiſſion to the ſame Misfor- 
tune. Are theſe Religious Rites, or 
Bloody Executions ? As to the Figure 
ou give your Divinities, can'any thing 
more ſhameful or infamous? Vulcan is 
repreſented as a Limping God. Apollo has 
* E 2 no 
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no Hair upon his Chin, after fo many 
Ages, but his Son Eſculapius has a ve- 
nerable Beard. Neptanes Eyes are 
Blue, Minerva's Gray, Juno are like a 
Bull's, Pan has Goats- feet, Saturn's are 
fettered with Tron, Mercury has Wings, 
Janus two Faces, as if he went back- 
wards: Diana is habited with hunting 
Accoutrements. At Epheſus the has an 
infinity of Breaſts, where ſhe is painted 
as the Goddeſs of Hell, ſhe has three 
Heads, and as many Hands. Your 
Jupiter himſelf is ſometimes without 
a Beard, and ſometimes with one. 
When he is Ammon, he has Horns; 
when Capitolinus, he wields the Thun- 
der-Bolt, when Latialis, he is covered 
with Blood, when Feretrius, dumb. To 
make ſhort of it, ſo many Names, ſo 
many Monſters: Erigone muſt be hang- 
ed in a Halter to ſhine among the 
Stars. Caſtor and Pollux ſhare a divi- 
ded Immortality, and live and die by 
turns. Eſculapius in order to his Dei- 
faction is ſtruck Dead with a Thunder- 
bolt. Hercules maſt be refined by Fire 
from all his Earthly Allay. Theſe Fa- 
bles are taken upon truſt, as 3 
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tranſmitted to us by our ignorant Pre- 
deceſſors, and their Poſterity employ 
their Wit and Induſtry to cultivate and 
improve them. Eſpecially the Poets, 
whoſe Reputation has been very preju - 
dicial to Truth Wherefore / /ato had 
reaſon in my Opinion for excluding 
Homer out of his Common- wealth with 
all his Fame and Renown. For he is 
molt guilty of mixing your Gods with 
the things of the World, altho poſſibly 
he: might do it in Raillery. He makes 
them .go together by the Ears in the 
Wars of Troy, he wounds Venus, puts 
Mars in Chains, gives him the Baſtina- 
do, and makes him fly. He delivers 
Jupiter by the happy Intervention of 
Briareus, when juſt at the point of be- 
ing hamper d by the reſt of the Gods. 
He makes him weep a Shower of Blood 
for the Death of his Son Sarpedon, 
which he was unable to prevent. He 
deſcribes him charmed with the Girdle 
of Venus, and careſſing Juno with more 
paſſion and vigour then he could ex- 
preſs to any of his Miſtreſſes. In one 


place he makes Hercules cleanſe a Sta- 
. E 3 ble. 
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Neprane commends himſelf to Laomedon 
for building the Walls of Trey, and to 
be fo il uſed as to receive no Wages 
for his pains. In another he hammers 
Axueas his Arms, and Jupiters Thunder- 
Bolts on the fame Anvil: As if Heaven 
and its Thunder, which no Cyclops could 
ever imitate, or Jupiter himſelf ever 
ceaſe to fear, were not of longer date 
then his Birth in Crete. What ſay ye 
to Mars and Venus, taken in the Act of 
Adultery, and Jupiter's Crime with G4. 
umede now conſecrate in Heaven? All 
theſe Fables were invented to authorize 
the Vices of Men. It is by theſe Ficti- 
ons and agreeable Lyes that young Peo- 
ple are debauched, they are inſtilled in 
their Youth, and encreaſe with their 
.Years, while Truth is expoſed to the 
view of all the World, but then we 
mult open our Eyes. All the Ancient 
Authors of Greece and Italy write, that 
Saturn the firſt of the Tribe, was but a 
-Man. Nepos and Caſſus (ay the ſame in 
*Fheir Hiſtory, as do 7 hailus. and Diodo- 
*xus. This Saturn then, to eſcape "_ 
er e lone 
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lent hands of his Son, fled into Italy; 
where he was kindly entertained by Ja- 
nus. And being a Greet and well ac- 
eompliſhed, he inſtructed thoſe. Barba- 
rians in ſeveral things they were ig- 
norant of before; as particularly to 
form Letters, to ſtamp Money, and to 
make divers ſorts of ſerviceable Inſtru- 
ments. He call'd this Country Latium, 
becauſe he abſconded here. He made 
a Town likewiſe bear his name to per- 
petuate his Memory, as Janus gave his 
to a Mountain for the fame end. He 
was a Man then that thus fled and ab- 
ſconded, he was the Father of a Man, and 
the Son of a Man; if he was called the 
Son of Heaven and Earth, it was becauſe 
his Origine was unknown to the /ralians, 
as we (till ſay of thoſe who ſurprize us 
by a ſudden and unexpected appearance 
that they dropp d out of the Clouds, and 
of thoſe whoſe Birth we are ignorant of, 


that they are Sons of the Earth. Jupiter 


reigi d in Crete after his Fathers Expul- 
ſion, there he had Children, and there 
he was interred: His Sepulchre is to be 
ſeen at this Day; and the Ceremonies 
that are uſed to celebrate, diſhonour 

E 4 his 
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his Memory, by betraying his Mortali- 
ty. It would be tedious to go thro 
his whole Genealogy. To prove the 
Father was a Man, is ſufficient to make 
appear the Children were ſo: Unleſs 
you can think you deified thoſe you 
have conſecrated aſter Death; if ſo, the 
Perjury of Proculus might make a God, 
and Juba is juſtly enroll'd among the 
Immortals, becauſe the Africans were 
pleas'd toadore him. | Ina Word, Kings 
were not ranked among the Gods to 
create a Belief of their being ſuch; it 
was a profound Reſpect they paid to 
the ſublime Character of Royal Dig- 
nity. To be honour'd with thoſe yain 
Ceremonies was againſt their conſent. 
They were for continuing Men as long 
as they could, and believ d ſo little of 
their becoming Gods this way, that 
they were but too apprehenſive of it, 
even in the lateſt moments of their ad- 
vanced years. Thoſe that die then ate 
not Gods, becauſe Gods die not; nei- 
ther can thoſe that are born and know 
a Beginning be ſo, becauſe they muſt 
die. But the Divinity has neither Be- 
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ginning nor End. If Gods have been 
Midwifed into the Weild heretofore, 
Why not now? You'll fay perhaps of 
Jupiter, that Ago has rendered him 
impotent, and of Juna and Minerva that 
they have paſs d their teeming Time: 
Or rather have they not ceaſed ta en- 
gender fince Men bave ccafed to be ; 
lieve 2 Surely if the Gods could beget 
then, their Children would be Immor- 
tal, and the number of Deities would 
long ſince have infinitely exceeded that 
of Men: I queſtion whether Heaven 
and Earth would ſuffice to contain them. 
es manifeſt then that thoſe Gods whole 
Death as well as Birth we are made ac» 
_ with, were certainly Men. 

ho doubts but the Beauty and Rich- 
nels of the Work have made their 
Statues be adored 2 Who doubts but the 
Ignorant Vulgar have been charm'd by 
thoſe Maſter-pieces of Art, and dazled 


by the Glory, Luſtre, and Magni _ 


of the Gold, the Silver, and t 
But if you'll pleaſe to den — 
theſe Figures are made, after war - 
they are carved and fathioned, y | 
bluſh co own your Fear of thoſe Mae. 


rials 
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rials that were oblig d to the Tools of an 
Artificer for being a God. The wooden 
God which was perhaps once a Rem- 
nant of a Gallows, or ſomewhat as In- 
famous, is hung up, hacked and hew- 
ed, ſmoothed, and planed. That of 
Silver or Copper, owes his firſt Princi- 
ples to a decay d Kettle, or it may be, 
ſome viler Utenſil (as often happened 
to the King of Egypt) and is Deified on 
an Anvil by dint of Hammer. That of 
Stone is cut, form'd and poliſhed, ſome- 
times by a very paultry and wretched 
Workman; but is altogether as inſen- 
ſible of the Indignities he ſuſtains be- 
fore, as of the Honors that are :confer- 
red on him after his Conſecration. 
But perhaps he is no God while he is 
in the Rough, meer Stone, Wood or 
Silver. When is it then that he be- 
comes ſo? When he is caſt, ſhaped and 
poliſhed? he is not a God yet. Is it 
when he is cemented, joyned, erected? 
yet he is no God. But when does he 
pur on that Character, when he is habi- 
red, conſecrated and pray d too? Here 
his Divinity commences. mung 
291070 | en 
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Men: are pleas d he ſhall be a God, beis 
one, and not before. But the moſt 


gontemptible Animals, the Mice, the 


Bats and the Owls, will inform ye 


what Mettle your Gods are made of; 


they knew them to be void of Senſe, 
— tread on em, ſcratch and bite em, 


if you did not interpoſe would 


bu; ild their Neſts in the Mouths. The 


Spiders yail their Faces with their Webs, 


and faſten their Nets to their Ears. Vou 


rub, ſcower and cleanſe them, you fear 


Gods that your own hands have made, 
.and yerlbip Divinities your ſelves muſt 


defend and repair. And all this for 


want of diſcerning that you ought to 
know God before you worſhip him; 
and becauſe you will ſhew a blind con- 
formity to the Practice of your Forefa- 
.thers; and had rather err with others 
than believe your own Judgment; to 


be ſhort, becauſe you neither know 


what you worſhip, nor what you Fear. 


Thus Avarice came to be conſecrated in 
thoſe coſtly Statues of Gold and Silver; 


hence the Roman Superſtition, and that 


Waltzes of Ceremonies was derived, 
wheres 
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wherein there are ſo many things to be 
ridicul d, and ſo many be ee 
Some run about Stark-naked in the 
midft of Winter; others with Phanta- 
ſtick Caps on their Heads, carry old 
Bucklers, tabor on the Skins, and lead 
their Gods a begging from door to 
Door. They have Temples into which 
none are to enter but once a year; o- 
thers that are always ſhut up. There 
are into which no Women, ſome into 
which no Men are ever admitted. 
You have Ceremonies where it is a 
Crime for a Slave to be preſent ; Sta- 
tues that muſt not be crown'd, unleſs by 
a Woman who hath known but one 
Man, others that cannot be crown'd but 
by thoſe who have known many; ac- 
cordingly a moſt zealous and deyour 
Search is made for the moſt famous 
Proſtitute of the Town. As to thoſe that 
offer Effuſions of their Blood to the 
Gods, and ſupplicate them with ga- 
pitig Wounds; 1s it not better be pro- 
phane then expreſs our Deyationat that 
expence 2 And choſe that Caſtrate them- 


ſelves upon the fame Account; do 
ie! they 
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they not ofſend God by ſuch a Precence 
of doing him Honour 2 For he could 
produce them, without having recourſe 
to ſuch unnatural and bloody Methods, 
if he required the Devotion of Eunuchs- 
Is it not clear that Men muſt be out of 
their Wits to be guilty of fuch mad- 
nels, and all the e of the Fol- 
ly lies in the Number of the Fools? 
Well, bur notwithſtanding to this great 
Devotion, you ſay, the Eſtabliſhmenc 
and Encreate of the Roman Empire is 
to be aſcribed, and that prodigious 
pitch of Grandeur to which it is now a- 
rived. For the Romans were not ſo 
Eminent and Illuſtrious even for their 
Virrue, as theic Piety and Devotion. 
Ves doubtleſs they have left very ſignal 
Teſtimonies, and marks of their Ho- 
8 nour and Juſtice from the very Infan 
t of their What was it that col 
e lected and united them ar firſt, and 
4 rendred them fo formidable to their 
| Neighbours? was it not their Crimes, 
t J wherein he Foundation of their Empire 
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faſſins and Sacrilege; and that he who 
had the firft Command might appear 
likewiſe ro be the Principal Villain a- 


mong them he kill'd his Brother. 


Theſe were the firſt and happy Omens 


of this Pious City. Soon after againſt 


the Law of Nations, by force of Arms, 
they ſeize and carry off, Women that 
were Strangers to them, already pro- 
miſed, already contracted, and ine 
of them aQually Marry'd to others, 
they Raviſh and Deflower them. In 
the next place they make War againſt 
their Fathers, againſt thoſe whoſe 
Daughters they had ſo lately eſpouſed, 
and ſhed their Blood of their ' neareſt 
Allies. What greater Villany could 
their Impiety conceive, or their Impu- 
dence commit? In ſhort, to extermi- 
nate their Neighbours, to rifle Tem- 
ples and Altars, to demoliſh and eraſe 
Cities, to _ the . — 5 ive, 
to aggrandize themſelves be 

41 the Ruin of Men, is the eſtabliſh. 


ed Doctrine of Romulus, and the Pra- 


ctice of his Succeſſors. Inſomuch that 
all they have, all they poſſeſs, nay, — 
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they adore, - is eule but Rap pine; 
eir Temples are — K t of the Spoils of 
Nations, the — my of Towns, the 
Pillage of Altars, the Plunder of Gods, 
and the Murther of Prieſts. What 
more impious Profanation then to fall 
proſtrate before Gods you have led Ca- 
ptive in Triumph; Io adore what we 
take by hoſtile and unlawful means, is to 
conſecrate Theft, and conſequently ſo 
many Victories, ſo many Crimes, ſo 
many Trophies, ſo many Sacrileges: It 
was not therefore Religion, but Impie- 
ty; not any ſingular Devotion, but a 
proſſ „ that rais d them to 
the Grandeur they are now in. For 
how could they conciliate the Favour 
of thoſe Gods againſt whom they took 
up Arms, and never honoured before 
they had inſulted and blaſphemed 2 
And thenceforward what = they do 
for the Romans, who could do nothing 
ien them in defence of their own 
orſhippers : As to their proper and 
een "Gods, who they were at firſt. 
we very well know, Romulus, Picus, I. 8 
berinus, , Conſys, Pilumnus, Pi icunnni, 
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_ aria, introduced by 7itias. Fear and 
Palensfs, both honoured with a Tem- 
ple by Hoſtilius: As another conſecra- 
red a Fever. Behold thy Protectors, O 
Rome, Diſeaſes and Calamities: And 
the two famous Strumpets, Flora and 
Accu Laurentia, who are numbred with 
thy Divinities, may well be numbred a- 
mong thy Plagues. Are theſe the Gods, 
think ye, that aggrandiz d the Roman 
Empire, who vanquifh'd the 7hrarian 
Mars, and the Cretian Fove, the Juno 
of Argos, of Samos, and of Carthage; 
the Epheſfan or Scythian Diana ; the Mo- 
ther of the Gods, and the Monſters of E- 
gp! What likelihood that theſe Gods 
mould joyn with the Romans in oppoſiti- 
on to Nations that had adored them for 
ſo many Ages Is it becauſe they are bet - 
ter ſerv d at Rome, by Prieſts more holy 
and Virgins more chaſte? A greater 
number of Veſtals have been puniſhed 
for Inceſt, then have maintained rheir 
Honour; and the detected were not 
perhaps the moſt criminal, bur the 
moſt unfortunate. As to the Prieſts, 
whete do they manage the Te 
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Trade with more Aſſurance and Ad- 
dreſs than in the Temples and near the 
Altars? There they are always ready 
to aſſiſt in libidinous Intrigues and de- 
ſignations of Adultery. And in their 
Cells Lewdneſs is more rampant than in 
the common Stews. But have there not 
been as great Empires and flouriſhing 
States before all theſe Superſtitions were 


invented 2 Of the A4ſhrians, the Medes, 


the Perfians, of the Greeks, and the 
Egyptians; altho they had neither Fon- 
tifs, nor Arvales, nor Salians, nor Sooth= 
ſayers, nor Veſtals nor Chickens to be 
Moderators of the Republick, whoſe 
eating or refuſing gave a Shock to the 
Affairs of the whole World. But to 
come to thoſe Auguries that were {6 

ropitious to all that obſery'd, and ſo 
Ei to thoſe that contemn'd them; it 
was without doubt for diſregardihg the 
ſolemn motion of the Chickens, that the 
Armies of Claudius, 
nius were defeated : Bur Regulus obſer- 


ved the Soothſayers, and was taken 
notwithſtanding; Mancinus obey'd them, © 


bur was forced to ſurrender and bbs 


Junius, and Flami- 


— 


63 be. Octavius, 
to diſhonourable Terms, The Chick- 
*ns of Paulys ate very promiſingly before 
the Battel of Cannæ; yet be periſhed, 
and the greater parr of the Common- 
Wealth with him. Ceſar lighted t 
Augurs that were againlt his paſſing into 
Africk before Winter, but made a pro- 
ſperous Voyage, and return d victari- 
ous; you may ſafely ſay, that promo- 
ted hs Shoes Of i a ve have 
enough. Amphiaraus could prediQtthi 
after his death, but knew not what i.” 
befal himſelf during his Life, and how 
his Wife would betray him for a Neck- 
lace, Tireſiat could ſce into Fururities, 
but cauld nor ſee the preſent. Eunius 
cqunterfeired the Pythian Oracle with- 
out incurring any Damage, knowing 
Apollo to be filent : For the Oracles 
ceaſed as Men became more polite and 
leſs credulous. Demoſthenes accuſed 
the Prisſte of Delphos of ſiding with a 
Party, and ſaid ſhe Phlippiz'd. But 
Oraeles furely, you'll ſay, have ſome- 
times ſpoke Truth. Altho' it is not 
matter of ſurprize that they ſnould do 
ſo among ſo many falſities, for Fortune 
and good gueſſing might do that ae: 
| cribe 
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was aſcribed toorher Cauces. Notwith- 
ſtanding | will ſhew you the Source of 
this Deluſion, bac and difcover 
the very bottom of this Abyſs of Dark- 
neſs. There are certain vagrant and 
malign Spirits, who have ruin d their 
native Beauty by Defilements of the 
World. Theſe Wretches fallen from 
their. Original Perfection, and plung'd 
into a Stare of Sin and Miſery, think 
ro eaſe themſelves by pufhing others 
headlong into the ſame accurſed condi- 
tion; as rhey are corrupt, they find no 
ſatisfaction but in corrupting, and be- 
ing for ever alienated from God, can- 
not endure that any ſhould approach 
him. The Poets and Philoſophers call 
them Demons; arid one of them was a 


Familiar to Socrates, The ſurprizing 


Feats and Inchantments of Magicians 
are perform'd by their Aſſiſtanee, where- 
by we are prevail'd with to think we 
ſee what we do not, and to imagine 
we do not fee what we actually do; and 
all other marvelſous effects of the like 
Nature we have any account of. Yer 
S?fthenes the firſt of them both INS 
F 2 
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and Practice, gives God the Honotit 
that is due to him, and ſays, the An- 


gels are his Miniſters e 


and adore his Majeſty with Fear and 
Trembling: He adds, that the Demons 
are terreſtial, vagabond Spirits, and 


2 of Men. Plato who found it 


ſo difficult to comprehend God is more 
clear as to theſe. He diſcourſes ot De- 


mons and Angels, and endeavours in 


the Dialogue of the Banquet, to expreſs 


the Nature of the firſt ; he ſays it is a 


middle Subſtance between Mortal and 
Immortal, that is, between Body and 
Spirit, py Terreſtial,, and partly 
Celeſtial. He believes moreover, they 
cauſe our vicious deſires ; inſinuate 


themſelves into our Hearts, move our 


Senſes; formill affections, and ſtir the 
Fires of Concupiſcence in our Souls. 
Theſe Demons then which are impure 


Spirits, as appears by the Authority of 


Magicians, - Philoſophers and Plato, 
lodge themſelves in Statues and conſe- 


erated. Images, and by their preſence 
there acquire as great Authority, as if 
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own Prophets, reſide in Temples that 
are conſecrated to them, convey them- 
{elves into the Entrails of Beaſts, direct 
the Flight of the Birds, preſide over 
Lots, render Oracles perplexed with 
Ambiguity and Lies: Deceiving and 
being deceived; unable to know the 
Truth aright, and unwilling to publiſh 
that in their own wrong. They allure 
our Affections from Heaven to Earth, 
from the Creator to the Creature. 
Furthermore, they imbroil Life, and 
torment Men ; being ſubtle and inviſi- 
ble Spirits, paſs inſenſiblyinto Bodies, 
— A fill the Soul _ — 
terrible A 2 iſable our 

- rain us to adore them, 


Limbs, to con 
that when glutred with Blood and Sa- 
crifice, they afterwards diſſolve their 
Charms, we may attribute to them the 
Glory of the Cure. The Diſtracted 
you ſee run about the Streets are pou 
{ed and hurried by theſe damnable Spi · 
rits, and your own Prophets no leſs 
when they rage, and (well, and roll a- 
bout: The Inſtigation of the Demons 
js alike in both, the Object of their 
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Fury different. ' Jupiter's Coinmand for 
the Revival of the Games imparted. in 
a Dream, the Ship follewing the Ladies 
Girdle, the Appatition of Cafter. and 
Pollux, und other Illuſions you have te- 
counted are to be aſcribed to them. 
Many of you know very well the De- 
mons are compelled to own as much, 
when we expel them out of Bodies, 
and force them to make their exit by 
Words that torment, and Prayers that 
burn them. That Saturn, that Jupiter, 
that Serapit, and the reſt of the De- 
mons you adore, thro the extremity 
of anguiſh and grief we inflict on them, 


confeſs what they are; and tho ſhame 


ſhould oblige them to an eternal con- 
cealment of it, eſpecially in your pre- 
ſence, yet they reveal their accurſed 
Eſtate. You may believe them, be- 
cauſe they teſtiſie a Truth ſo much to 
cheir own diſad vantage. For when we 
adjure them by the Name of the Living 
God, they quake in the miſerable Bo- 
dies they poſſeſs; and if they depart not 


immediately they retire gradually in 


proportion to the Faith of the Pati : 
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andthe Grace of the Phyſician. ' Thus 
they fly the Chriſtians when preſent 
whoſe Aſſemblies by your Hands they 
moleſt at a diſtance, To which end 
they diſteminate the Hatred of our Re- 
ligion in weak Minds; For nothing is 
ſo natural as to hate thoſe we fear; to 
endeavour their deſtruction of whoſe 
Power we are apprehenſive. Therefore 
they prepoſſeſs Mens Minds, and en- 
gage them againſt us before they know 
us, leſt they ſhould entertain a good 
affection for us when they do. But it 
is a piece of great Injuſtice to condemn 
that which we are ignorant of; and in- 
deed we cannot deny but we are to te- 
pent of this ill Conduct our Selves: 
For you know we were once as you are, 
being under the ſame blindneſs, we had 

the {ame Sentiments. We believed the 

' Chriſtians adored Monſters, devoured 
"Infants, concluded their Banquets with 
Inceſt; not conſidering that this Charge 
was never proved, nor made appear ; 
that neither in ſo long a Space of time, 
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has been found who could reveal the 
leaſt of theſe Crimes. And certainly 
this Profeſſion is ſo far from being any 
way Criminal, that none ever bluth'd to 
own it. Thoſe that are accuſed confeſs 
it publickly, look upon it as their Glo- 
ry; and if they repent of any thing, it 
is that they were not ſuch beſore. But 
Time was, when we who readily enga- 
ged in defence of the Sacrilegious, In- 
ceſtuous and Parricides, would not 
ſo much as permit the Chriſtians to be 
heard. And ſometimes the Cruelty of 
our Mercy exceeded that of our Hatred, 
. when we tried to preſerve their Lives 
by an extorted Denial of their Faith. te 
A ſtrange Artifice | to employ the Arms tl 
of Truth to eſtabliſh Falſhood. And tl 
if any one thro' extremity of Torture 
was ever prevail'd upon to renounce 
his Religion, we us'd him as favoura- 
| bly, as if by that Abjuration, he had 
| *  diſcharg'd himſelf of all the Crimes that 
were impoſed upon him. You ſee we 
had once theſame Sentiments you have, 
and proceeded accordingly ; whereas 
had we ated by Reaſon and not by In- 
78 | iga- 
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ſtigation of thoſe malign Spirits, we 
ſhould not have compell'd the Chriſti- 
ans to deny their Religion, but to own 
their Inceſts, their Debauches, their 
Profanations : For ſuch are the Fictions 
wherewith the Demons have infected 
and poiſon d the Minds of the little 
People, to make us appear odious and 
abominable among. Men. But you are 
notto wonder if theſe Phantoms vaniſh 
at the Preſence of Truth. It is the pro- 
per employment of theſe Monſters to 
invent and propagate Lying Reports. 
Hence that Story of our worſhipping an 
Aſſes Head. Who can be Sot enough 
to adore, or rather, to believe any ſuch 
thing, but thoſe who can be guilty of 
the like Monſtroſities? For you conſe» 
.crate Aſſes, and their Stables, with your 
Goddeſs Hippona, and worſhip them ve- 
ry deyoutly with 74s. You dotheſame 
to the Heads of Bulls and Rams, altho' 
you offer them in Sacrifice too. You 
-place likewiſe among your Gods the 
Heads of Dogs and Lions intermixed, 
and Monſters half Goats and half Men. 
Do you not adore the Bull Apis, with the 

Egypti- 
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70 De Ocravius 
FEgyptians, and approve of their Relj- 
gion towards s and Crocodiles, 
and ſo many wild Beaſts and Animals 
of the Air, the Earth and the Water? 
Who make it no leſs than Capital to 
kill one of theſe Gods: Unaccountable 
Frenzy! Nay, they fear the Acrimo- 
ny of an Onion as much as their God- 
deſs, and reyerence a Fart no leſs than 
their God. Thoſe that pretend we a- 
dore a certain part of our Prieſts, at- 
tribute likewiſe their own filthineſs to 
us. For ſuch infamous Devotion ſuits 
very well with their Debauches, who 
proſtitute all the Members of both 
Sexes to each other; among whom all 
kind of Lewdneſs paſſes for Gallantry, 
who envying the Liberty of Women, 
commit the moſt dreadful Beaſtlineſs: 
Fulſom Abominations! of which they 
are ſometimes aweary, but never aſha- 
med. They voluntarily ſubmit, which 
is a molt incredible Prodigy, to the 
-moſt cruel as well as infamous pin 
that can be inflicted or born by Men. 
For our part we are fo far from acting, 
-that we bluſh to —— 
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nam d. | 9 nd I ſhould think it a viola 
tion of Modeſty ſo much as to mention 
them, even, in our own Defence. For 
you accuſe us of Crimes we could not be- 
lieve, if we did not ſee them practiſed 
among your ſelves, You charge us 
likewiſe with worſhipping a Criminal 
and his Croſs ; but can you be under ſo 
groſs an Error, as to imagine a Man, 
much leſs a Malefactor could any way 
merit to be reputed or worſhipped as a 
God:? He muſt certainly be miſerable, 
whoſe whole dependence is on any 
Mortal, becauſe when he. dies, all his 
hopes die with him. The -Pgyptians 
indeed, make a Man the Object of 
their Devotion, whom they adore, ſup- 
plicare, conſult. in their Difficulcies, 
and honour with Sacrifice. But he who 
is a God to others, is but a Man to 
himſelf, Tho he deceives his Wor- 
ſhippers, he cannot be deceiv'd in that 
he reſpect. Flattery likewiſe treats Ki 
in and Princes as Gods, whereas it ſi 
en. ces to giye them thoſe Honours that 
8, are wartantable and legitimate. Altho 
ies I confeſs Honour to be more 2 
5 | crit, 
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76 The Ocr Avius 
Merit, as Love is to Virtue, and Bene- 
ficence in whomſoever they are found. 
But you call your Princes Gods, pray 
before their Image, invoke their Geni- 
us, that is their Demon; and 'tis of 
more dangerous conſequence to be per- 
jur d by the Emperor, than to be 
ured by Jupiter. Neither do we adore 
Croſſes, or deſire them. You perhaps 
adore them in your wooden Gods that 
are made of them. And what are your 
Banners and Standards, but Croſſes 
magnificently guilt and adorn d? Even 
your molt glorious Monuments, the 


Trophies, have not only the Figure of a 


Croſs, but — a Man . — Cer- 
tainly a Croſs a s naturally in a 
Ship under Sail © owed with Oars ; 
when a Yoke is erected it repreſents a 
Croſs; when a Man prays to God 
with his Hands ſtretched out, he makes 
the ſame Figure. So that the Sign of 
the Croſs is either Natural, or a part of 
your Religion. I would willingly 
make ſome reply to thoſe that ſay or 
believe that the Murther of an Infant is 
the Ceremony of admiſſion into our 
Myſteries. Who can have the Heart 
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to ſpill the Blood of a little Innocent, 

— of nothing but of being Born? 
None can believe, but thoſe who can 
commit fo prodigious a Crime. You 
expoſe your Infants to Beaſts and Birds 
of Prey, and ſtrangle and ſtifle them as 
ſoon as they come into the World. 
Some by cruel Potions diſpatch them in 
their own Bowels, extinguiſh the firſt 
Principles of the vital Flame, and make 
them expire before they are Born: All 
which you learn'd of your Gods: Yer 
Saturn did not expoſe, he deyoured his 
Children. And the ſame little Crea- 
rures are ſacrificed to him in ſome parts 
of Africk ; where they prevent their 
crying by Careſſes, and Endearments, 
leſt the Gods ſhould be offended by 
weeping Victims. It was the cuſtom 
of the Scythians to ſacrifice the Lives of 
Travellers they receiv'd under pretence 
of Hoſpitality and Protection. The 
Gauls offered humane, or rather inhu- 
mane Sacrifices to Merewry, The Ro- 
mans in ſome of their Ceremonies buri- 
ed a Male and a Female Greet, a Male 
and a Female Gu alive. Jupiter 8 
** lis 


74 De Octaviuy | 
alis is at this Day adored by the Mur- 
ther of a Man, and as. becomes a Son 
of Saturn, will be fed with the Blood 
of 4 Criminal. I believe from hence 
Ctiline and the Accomplices of his 
Conſpiracy, as an earneſt of their ſtrict 
union, learn d to drink humane Blood; 
and Billona to require the ſame of thoſe 
that ate conſecrated to her: It isa Me- 
dicine you uſe likewife to cure an Epi- 
lepſie; and the Remedy is a thouſand 
times worſe than the Diſeaſe. Neither 
are they far from this Crime who cat 
of the wild Beaſts juſt as they come 
from the Amphitheater, all beſmear d 
wich Blood, and gorg d with the Fleſh 
of Men. Now we are not permitted 
to ſee or hear Murther ; and do fo 
much abhor Blood that we abſtain 
even from that of Beaſts. As to the 
inceſtuous Banquers you object ro us, 
it is a Calumny invented by che Do- 
mons to blaſt the Glory of our Chaſti- 
ty, and deten Men from embracing 
our Religion by the horror - of fo 
great a Crime. Whar your Orator ſays 
is a meer Scandal, and proves nothing, 
and 
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and your ſelves more guilty of Inceſt 
than we. The Perſſans eſpouſed their 
Mothers; in Egypt and Athens it was 
lawful for Brothers and Siſters to inter- 
marry. The Hiſtories and Tragedies 
you take ſo much delight in, glory in 
Inceſt; the Gods you adore commit it 
wich their Mothers, their Daughters 
and Siſters. No wonder it is ſo fre- 
quent among your ſelves, ſince you 


have your Gods for your Accomplices. 


Moreover, you may be guilty of it 
when you leaſt deſign it, for by expoſing 
our Children, and executing your la- 
civious propenſities in all places indif- 
ferently, what . hinders but they may 
happen to fall in your way? Thus you 
accuſc us of Inceſt falſly, but make no 
proviſion againſt your own commirting 
it in earneſt. The Chriſtians make 
not an autſide ſhew of Virtue, but ſettle 
and entertain it in their Heart, ſtudy 
not ta appear chaſte only, but to be ſo, 
One Marriage and one Wife contents 
us, or rather none at all. As to our 
Feſtivals, they are not only chaſte, they 
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to indulpe our ſelves with any Exceſs, 


dur Feaſts being qualified by the pru- 


dence of our Deportment, and the gra- 
vity of our Converſation. ' And as we 
arechaſte inour Aſſemblies we are no leſs 
in all other Places. Many of us per- 
fiſt, but without any vanity on that ac- 
count, in an inviolable Celibacy to 
our Lives end: So far from Inceſt that 
ſome out of modeſty, decline the moſt 
innocent and allowable Pleaſures. If 
we refuſe your Purple and your Digni - 
ties, we are not therefore the Scum of 
the People; and none ſhould think it 
ſtrange that we all aſpire after the ſame 
Felicity, ſince we are all called to the 
fame Hope, and haveall obtained Peace 
by the ſame means. If we cannot con- 
verſe but in private, you are not to in- 
fer that we dare not ſay a Word in pub- 
lick; your ſelves are the cauſe of this 
Silence, being either aſham'd or afraid 
to hear us openly. That our numbers 
daily augment is to our Honour, and 


not a Crime. Our Children approve 


of our Conduct and manner of Life as 
the beſt; and —— 
| em- 
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themſelves to us. It is not by any lit- 
tle mark upon out Bodies that we are 
known to each other, but by our Mo- 
deſty and Innocence. And you hate us 
becauſe we love and cannot hate. We 
call one another Brethren, becauſe we 
have all one Father, one Faith, and one 
Hope. you are not diſtinguiſhed by a- 
ny ſuch endearing Relations; but by 


mutual Envy and Hatred, and know no 


Fraternities but thoſe of Murtherers and 
Parricides. Do you think our be- 
ing without Temples and Altars is 
to hide wliat we adore? What Figure 
ſhall Irepreſent God by, if Man him- 
ſelf be his Image? What Temple ſhall 
T raiſe for him whom the whole Uni- 
verſe cannot contain? Shall we who af- 
fect capacious and magnificent Palaces 
confine his immenſe Majeſty to ſo nar- 
row a Space? We had much better 
ere and conſecrate to him Temples in 
our Souls, and Altars in our Hearts. 
And then to preſent him with Oblations 
and Sacrifices of things he made for 
my uſe, what is it bur a rejection of 
his Bounty, and-a Sin of 5 ? 
eh G The 
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The Holocauſt he requires iS A purg 
Soul, a good Cagſcience, a ſincere. 
Faith He is beſt ſerved by an innocent 
Life: the exerciſe of Virtue is a continu- 


al Sacrifice: to forbear evil Actions the 


moſt acceptable Oblation; and to pre- 
vent the mW of Another. a Victim be 
is moſt delighted with. Theſe are our 
Sacrifices, Jeſt our Myſteries, and the 
moſt Devout among us is he who is 
moſt Juſt. But it is objected that we 
can, neither ſhew the God we worſhip, 
nor ſee him our ſelves: For that reaſon 
we believe him, becauſe we are made ſo 
ſenſible of his Being, but ſee him not. 
For in his Works, inall the Movements 
of Nature, his Power is diſcernable : 
In Thunder and Lightning it ſpeaks to 
us ; when he makes the Air ſcrene and 
clear, it ſhines upon us. Never think it 
ſtrange that thou, doſt not ſee God. 
The Winds move and ſhakeevery thing, 


but thou ſeeſt them not. The Sun 


that renders all things viſible, is in ſome 
reſpects inviſi ble; Nis Rays dazle us, 


and if we ſtand to take a full view of 
him, we loſe our. Sight: And canſt 
| ak 25 
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minated the Sun, the ſource and Foun- 
tain of Light; when even thoſe fires of 
his that come out of the Clouds, with 
his Thunder, make thee flee and hide 
thy Head 2 Thou wouldſt bchold God 


with thy carnal Eyes, and canſt not ſo 


much as fee the Soul that informs thee, 


whereby thou doſt both ipeak and at. 
But notwithſtanding all this, he may 
be ignorant of what we do ; being con- 
fined to Heaven, cannot acquaint him- 
felf in the Tranſactions of Earth. But 
how can he be diſtant from any of us 


who fills Heaven and Earth, and all 


imaginary ſpaces without the World? 


Conſider the Sun is placed in the Hea- 
vens, but fheds an univerſal Influence 
-over all the World, and is omnipreſent 


by his Light. How much more treaſon 


have we to believe, that God who made 


and conſequently fees all things, from 
whom nothing can be hid or conceal d, 
is preſent in darkneſs, and in the dark- 
ne(s of Man too; for ſo I call our 
Thoughts? We do not live under him, 


bur if | may ſay fo, with him: Neither 
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let us value ou ſelves upon our number: 
it may ſeem great in our own calculati- 
on; but in God's very inconſiderable. 


The diſt inction and diviſion of Nations 


is from us; with God the whole Uni- 
verſe is but one Province. Princes can- 
not ſee, but by the Eyes of their Mini- 
ſters, what paſſes in their ſeveral States: 
But this great Monarch of the World 
needs no Information or Intelligence 
From another. We are not only under 
his Eye, but in his Boſom. Was it in 
vain then, and to no purpoſe, ſay you 
that the Fews adored only one God, 
with Temples and Altars, and fo great 
variety of Ceremonies ? Your Error 
lies in a wilful omiſſion of former andin- 
ſtancing onlylaterevents; for whilſt they 
worſhipped our Goddevoutly, religiou- 
fly, and innocently ; I ſay our God, be- 
cauſe there is no other who is Lord of 
all the World, beſide him; while they 
obey d his wholſome Laws, of a ſmall 
-number, they became a great People; 
of Poor, they became Rich; of Slaves, 
Kings ; all the Elements fought for 
them againſt their Enemies; by flight 
they defeared purſuers, and be- 
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ing naked vanquiſhed the Arm'd. 
Turn over their Writings, or if you 
like them better, thoſe of the Romans, 
read Joſephus or Julianus, to paſs by for- 
mer Authors. You'll find their Sins 
drew upon them this Chaſtiſement, 
and that nothing befel them but what 
they were forewarned would inevitably 
happen, if they perſiſted in their Rebel- 
lion. They abandon'd God before he 
abandon'd them ; neither were they 
as you blaſpheme, taken captive with 
him, but he delivered them up as De- 
ſerters, to the cruelty of their Enemies. 
As touching the Conflagration of the 
World, and the difficulty of believing 
how a ſudden Fire ſhould fall and con- 
ſume it, thiscan ſeem ſurprizing to none 
but vulgar Apprehenſions. For who 
doubts but that which had a Beginning 
will have an End, who doubts but that 
which was made will periſh; and con- 
ſequently the Heavens, and all they 
contain, as they had a beginning will 
come to an end. As they are nouriſh - 
ed by the Waters of the Sea, and the 
Rivers, they will at laſt be conſumma- 
ed by Fire. It is an eſtabliſhed Opi- 
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nion among the Stoicks, that the Unis 
verſe its moiſture being ſpent will be 
burnt up; the Epirureans are of the 
ſame, touching its Ruin, and the Con- 
flagration of the Elements. Plato ſays 
the World undergoes great alterations 
in ſeyeral parts, ſometimes by Inunda· 
tions, ſometimes by Fires; and having 
faid it is ſo contrived as to continue for 
ever, heſubjoyns thar God can deſtroy 
jt nevertheleſs; and that in the event 
he will. And certainly it is no wons 
der that the Maker ſhould demoliſh 
his Work. You ſec the Philoſophers 
ſpeak as we do, not that we tread in 
their Steps, but they drew theſe Truths 
out of our Prophets which they have 
diſguiſed and miſrepreſented. Hence 
the moſt celebrated of them, Flato and 
Pythazoras, give ſuch an imperfect and 
corrupt account of the State of Man af- 
ter this Life. For, ſay they, Souls only 
are Eternal, and by perpetual Tranſmi- 
gration pals into new Bodies, even into 
rhoſe of Brutes, which is yet a greater 
depravation of Truth. Does lach an 


Opinion become a Philoſopher, or a 
C ' Buffoon 2 
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Biiffoon 2 But it is enough that even 
your Sages rhemſelves agree with us 
in ſome reſpets. And farther, who 
is fo fooliſh or impious to aſſert that he 
who made Man at firſt cannot remake 
him? As he is nothing after Death, he 
was nothing before his Birth, and by 
thefame Power he was created, he may 
be reduced our of nothing. Beſide it 
is more difficult, to give being to that 
which before was not, than to reſtore 
whar” has been. Can you believe then 
that what's remoy'd out of our Sight is 
loft likewiſe to the Divine Cogniſance? 
The Body, whether reduced ro Duft 
and Athes, or difloly'd by Water, does 
bur diſappear to us, it is committed to 
the Cuſtody of the Elements. Neither 
do we think as you imagine, that any 
ſorr. of Sepulture can obſtruct our ri- 
ſing again, bur we adhere to the anti- 
ent Cuſtom which is beſt. See, for 
our Conſolation, how all the Revolu- 


tions and Variations of Nature exhibit 


and ſuggeſt as many Images and Medi- 
rations of a Reſurrection. The Sun ri- 
ſes and ers, the Stars appear and diſ- 
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38 De Ocravius 
appear, the Flowers die to live again; 
the Trees renew their Life and Ver- 
dure every year; the Seed we ſow cor- 
rupts to revive, which without that 
Corruption could not be effected. But 
why then do not our Bodies like Plants 
retain a latent Life in an apparent Death: 
Would you have them revive in their 
Winter? you muſt wait for their Spring 
too. I am not ignorant that many ra- 
ther hope than believe they ſhall be an- 
nilihated after Death, out of juſt appre- 
henſions of what they deſerve, had ra- 
ther die for ever than riſe to ſuffer, and 
are hardened in their Error by the Im- 
punity they enjoy in this Life, and 
the patience of God, whole Judgments 
will be the more ſevere, the longer 
they are delay d. Mean time by the 
Writings of the Sages, and the Ora- 
cles of Poeſie, Men are premoniſhed 
of a River of Fire, and a burning Lake, 
prepared for the everlaſting puniſhment 
of the Wicked. Cautions hereof have 
been given by the Report of Demons, 
and the Reſponſes of Prophets. oy 
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the Poets make Jupiter {wear by the Ri- 
yer of Fire, and the Darkneſs of Hell ; 
who foreſeeing the Puniſhments ordain- 
ed for himſelf and his Worſhippers, can 
never reflect on them without Horror. 
And theſe Torments are eternal: The 
principal Inſtrument in them the Fire, 
as if it were Intelligent, preſerves and 
conſumes, devours and ſuſtains at the 
ſame time; like Lightning which blaſts 
and wounds Bodies, but does not diſ- 
ſolve them; or like thoſe flaming 
Mountains that always burn, but never 
decay. So theſe terrible Executioners, 
theſe hungry Flames are never ſatisfied, 


never extinguiſhed ; the Torment they 


inflict is the Fewel that feeds them. 
Whether God has cauſe to puniſh Infi- 
delity and Impiety, none but the moſt 
profane can doubr, ſince it is no leſs a 
Crime to diſown, than to oflend our 
Lord and Maſter. But tho' our Ac- 
knowledgement of one God is ſo in- 
ſtrumental to recommend us to his 
Mercy, asa wilful Ignorance of him is 
enough to render any the RO 
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vins 
; vet if you make a 

ſon, the Civiſtiads will be found to be 
much better Men than the infidels, al- 
tho we have not ſo many Laws, nor ſo 
many Judges to reſtrain us. You pro. 
hibit Adultery, but yvu act it: Where- 
as we live religiouſly in the Married 
State. Lou puniſh Facts; wich us 
Thought is criminal. You dread Men; 
we bur own Conſciente. Your Guels are 
crowded with Matefactors ; but when 
did you ever meer with a Ohriſtian 
there, unleſs a Mattyr ot a Renepade? 
As to the reſt let no Man depend upon 
Deſtiny, or think to extenuate his 
Faults by charging them upon inevitable 
Fatality; we may ithpute out Miſde- 
meanors to our cifcumſtances as long 
as we pleaſe, our Will was always at 
Liberty, and the Action of Man is pu- 
niſhed, not his Rank nor his Quality. 
What is Deſtiny, but what God has de- 
ſtined 2 who, being able to foreſee the 
Matter of his Dectees, makes them ac- 
cording to the intrinſic Merit, rhe real 
Deſert of all Men. He puniſhes out 
Vice, and not our Birth. But * 
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of Minurius Fatix. 91 


of this point ; if it be requiſite we will 
treat of it more amply ſome other time. 


That Poverty you reproach: us wich, 
is not our Shame but our Glory. As 
the Mind is diſſipated and loſt in Luxu- 
ry, it is compoſed and recollected in 
Sobriety. But how can he be poor, 
who wants nothing, who deſires no- 
thing that is anothers, who is Rich to- 
wartls God ? He is poor whois anxious 
and unſatisfied in Riches. If I may 
ſpeak my thoughts, we are all born 
poorer than we are. The Birds of the 
Air have no Inheritance, the Beaſts of 
the Field no Revenue; yet they meet 
od a daily ſupply of their Wants. 
were made nevertheleſs for us,and 
we polls all theſe things, if we do not 
covet them. As ina Journey, the leſs 
we carty with us, the lighter we are, ſo 
Poverty alleviates our Burthens in the 
Journey of Life, and prevents our ſink- 
ing under the heavy load of Riches, 
Yet if we thought them neceſſary we 
would pray to-God for them, and he 
could — us a Portion of the vaſt 
Treaſures that belong to him: But we 


had 


92 The Ocravius ' 
had rather deſpiſe riches than poſſeſs em. 
We covet Innocence, we pray for Pati- 
ence; in a word, we love Integrity better 
than Luxury. It is not a Puniſhment to 
us, butan Exerciſe co undergo the Incon- 
veniencies of Life, and the Infirmities'of 
Nature. Our Faith is fortified, and our 
Virtue confirm d by Afflictions and Tri- 
als. The vigour of the Body, and the fa- 
culties of the Mind grow torpid and uſe- 
leſs, if they are not exerciſed, and all the 
great Men, whoſe Example you maganifie 
and recommend, owe their Fame to their 
Calamities. In our Sufferings God does 
not diſregard, neither is unable to ſup- 
port us; for we know he loves his own, 
and has the whole World at his diſpoſal. 
Adverſity is. the Teſt whereby he exa- 
mines our Conſtancy and Reſolution, 
eyen to the laſt extremity of Death itſelf, 
as knowing nothing can eſcape his Pro- 
vidence;hetricsus by Affliction, as Gold 
is puriſied by fire: what an agreeableſight 
it is to God to behold a Chriſtian brave- 
ly conflicting wit h pain, prepared to bid 
defiance to Perſecutions, Menaces, and 
Torments, looking upon his Execution- 
ers with a compos d and well open 
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ed aſpect, and even inſulting all the Ter- 


rors, the lnſtruments & Retinue of Death, 
defending his liberty againſt Princes and 
Emperors, and yielding tonothing but his 
God, whoſe he is; tobe ſhort triumphing 
over his Judges, for he is victorious who 
obtains what he contends for. Where 
is the Soldier that will not charge thro 
the greateſt dangers in the preſence of 
his Prince? For no Combatant receives 
his Reward till he has fought. Now an 
Earthly Prince cannot confer what he 


has not; I mean he cannot prolong our 
days, altho he may honour our Valor. 
But the Soldier of JESUSCHRIST is not 
abandon d in danget; he triumphs even 
in Death. He may appear to be miſerable; 
but is nothing leſs; you exto] to the Skies 
thoſe that have ſuffer d couragioully, a 
Mutins Scævola, who had been put to a 
moſt painful Death, had he not ſo frank- 
ly expoſed that Hand to the Flames that 
mils d the King; & how many have there 
been among us, who without the leaſt 
ſign of complaint, have ſeen not onlytheir 
Hands, bur all their Members burnr, 
when they might have delivered them- 
ſelves by a Word, But I cannot with- 
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| 
'qut great Injuſtice make any compariſon 
bet wixt our Martyrs and your Heroes, 
Our Women and Children laugh at 
your Croſſes and Racks, ſmile upon the 
wild Beaſts, and ſubmit to the moſt ex · 
quiſite Tortures without a Sigh or a 
Tear, by virtue of the Patience God 
inſpires them with, Mean time you 
cannot be ignorant, that asno Man will 
expoſe himſelf ro ſuch Sufferings but 
upon good grounds, ſo none could be 
able to bear them with ſuch Conſtancy 
and Reſolution without a Divine Aſſi- 
ſtance. Well, hut thoſe who know 
not God, flouriſh and abound in Rich. 
es and Honour; unfortunate Men, they 


are exalted fo high, that their Downſal 


may be the greater. They are Beaſts, 
fattened for Sacrifice, Victims that are 
crown'd before they are flaughter'd. 
If you reflect on their diſſolute and 
exorbitant Life, youll ſay, they arc 
raiſed ro Thrones, that they may have 
opportunities to abule their Power, 
and Sin without controul. But with- 
out God where is any ſolid felicity to 
be found, ſince Death diſcovers all — 
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to be no more thana a Dream: Kings 
receive as much Fear as they give, an 

in the midſt of the Crowds that attend 
them, are alone in danger. Art thou 


Rich? there's no Arenen on Fortune: 


and after all, ſo much Equipage for * 
ſhort a way is an Eneumbtance rather 
then of Uſe Thou prideſt thy ſelf in 
chy Purple, and thy Dignities bur thy 
Vanity's unjuſt, rhe. Scarlet's 2 poor 
and impertinent Ornament, if the Soul 
be defiled. Thou art great. in Nobilis 
Yo and high in Extraction: Bug doſt 

ou not know we are all born equal, 
and that nothing but Virtue ſhould 
make a diſtinction among Men 2 lt is 
not without reaſon, the Chriſtians who 
deſire. no Praiſe, but what they deſerve 
for the Innocency of their Morals, and 
the Integrity of their Life, deſpiſe your 
pu ublick Sights, yaur Pomps and lewd 

leaſures, and 4 'em as agreeable 
Corruptors, It is not without Reaſon 
that they abſtain from thoſe Ceremo- 
vies whoſe Origine and Inſtitution they 
know ſo well. Who does not abhor in 
jan Chariot. Races the Tumult and 
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Fury of ſuch vaſt Multitudes in Rage 
and Contention? Who is not aſtoniſhed 
at the ſhews of the Gladiators, the Diſ- 
cipline of Murther? At the Theaters 
the Extravagance is no leſs, but the In- 
famy greater; where the Comedian by 
Action or Recital does more than re- 
preſent Adultery, and a laſcivious Buf- 
foon whoperſonates theamorous, teach- 
es to make Love. Thete they diſho- 
nour your Gods by the Hatred, the 
Grief, the Luſt they attribute to them. 
By counterfeit Woes, they draw true 
Tears from the Spectators; and you 
who defire real Murthers, weep over 
thoſe that are Theatrical and Roman- 
tick. The hatred we bear to the Re- 
mainders of your Sacrifices, and the 
Wine of Effuſion is not the effect of 
Fear or Superſtition, but an aſſertion of 
our Liberty. Foraltho'the Gifts of God 
are inviolable, and nothing can corrupt 
what Nature bas produced for our uſe, 
we abſtain from theſe profane Oblati- 
ons notwithſtanding, leſt we ſhould be 
thought to collude with the Demons to 
whom they are preſented,” or ſeem 
$16 | aſham d 
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who are they that imagine we arg not 


ry es Lilly and the Roſe, and all 


the reſt the Spring produces that are in 
eſteem for Beauty 72 for Sent, and ap- 


ply them to their proper uſes, our Wo- 
men likewiſe have them in their Boſoms. 
It we wear no Crowns made of them, if 


we believe that neither our Hair nor the 


hinder part of our Heads can ſmell 
them, you muſt excuſe us. Neither do 


we put them on the Dead, and wonder 
why you doſo; if the Corps have no 


Senſe of any thing, what good can theſe 
Flowers do them; if they have, why do 
you expoſe them to Flames 2 Moreo- 
ver, if they are happy, they want them 
not, if the contrary, theſe Garlands can- 
not make them ſo Our Funeral Solem- 
nities for the Dead are anſwerable to the 
Moderation in which we live. We take 
not wich us any withering Wreaths of 
fading Flowers, but Crowns of Righte- 
ouſneſs of evetlaſting Odor, and immor- 
tal Beauty, which we receive from the 
liberal hand of God. We live likewiſe 


upo 


Wand of the Religion we profeſs. Bat. 
permitted to mieddle with Flowers? fe 
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upon us, free from Anxieties and Ap- 


knows nothing, as long as he pleaſes; 
and at the {ame time be as vain as he 
can, becauſe the lying Demon pronoun- 
ced him wiſe. Let Arceſilas, Carneadee, 
Pyrrho, and the reſt of the Academicts 
eternally doubt. Let Simonides delay 
his Anſwer for ever, we ſcorn the Pride 
of theſe Philoſophers, knowing them 
to be Tyrants, Corrupters, Adulterers, 
always eloquent againſt their own Vi- 
ces. We talk not like great Pretendets, 
but our Lives are Exemplaty, We ſtu - 
dy not to appear Wiſe, but to beſo. In 
a Word, we look upon it as our glory to 
have found what they were ever in ſearch 
for, but could never find. Why ſhould we 
be ungrareful? why ſhould we enyy our 
own ſucceſsꝰ If we are ſo happy as to have 
(AF 1 e 


of Minu 
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the Divine Truth made manifeſt in our 
days, let us enjoy our good Fortune, ceaſe 
to diſpute, aboliſh: Superſtition, ſup- 
preſs Impiety. that true Religion alone 
ay. flouriſh and Triumph over all. 

. OcTAV1.u $ goncluding here, we 
remain d a conſiderable time as it were 
aſtoniihed, with our Eyes ſixt upon each 
other 1 — Word. = — 

part, I was even tranſported that 

had . by Authority, Reaſon and 
Examples, what is ordinarily better con- 
ceived than expreſſed and was extremo- 
ly ſatisfied to ſee that he had beaten them 
wich their own Weapons, and ſhewn that 
Truth is not only eaſie but favourable. 

As revolved theſe things in my mind, 
Cacittus breaking ſilence, I em- 
brace, ſaid he, OC TA VIAius and 
thank him as far as the Freedom of our 
Friendſhip will allow, and amoverjoyed 
for what has happened. I expect not 
the Determination of our Arbitrator, 1 
am malicious enough ro uſutp the victo- 
ry; as Oc TAV Ius criumphs over 
me, | triumph over my Error. As to the 
main of the Controverſie, I oonfeſs a Pro- 
vidence, and ſubmit my ſelf ro God; l 
acknowledge the ſincerity of your, or 
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rather our. Religion. There is neverthe- 
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leſs ſome what behind ſtill, tho'notcon- 
trary to Truth, yet neceſſary to a perfect 


Inſtruction; but we'll adjourn that till to 


morrow, for ſee the Sun begins to ſet: 
And I would be throughly inform'd in 
every particular as ſoon as poſſible, and 
in a more convenient place. As to my 
ſelf, ſaid I, I likewiſe partake of the Vi- 
Qor, and am very happy to havenothing 
to ſay upon a Controverſie betwixt my 
Friends. Neither ſhall l attempt to make 


any ſutable return of Thanks to Oc ra- 


God who has already conferr'd ſo much 


will give him a Recompence. Afﬀer 


virus. AH can ſay will fall ſhore of his 
Merit : The Teſtimony of Man, much 
leſs of a ſingle Perſon is too little. That 


race upon him as to enable him to make 
uch a Triumphant Defence of Truth, 


all we retired very joyful, CE CI L 
us that he believ d, Oc rA virus 
that he had Conquer d, and my ſelf i 
ſor the Faith of the one, and the Vi- 


Qory of the other. 


